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President’s Proclamation Extols Roosevelt;

Orders Flags At Half-Staff For Thirty Days

[Cabled by .the President from Paris to Washington.]

By Woodrow Wilson, President of the United States of America:

a Proclamation |

To the People of the United States:

| It becomes my sad duty to announce officialy the death of Theodore
Roosgevelt, President of the United States from Sept. 14, 1901, to
March 4, 1909, which occurred at his home at Sagamore Hill, Oyster
Bay, N. Y., at 4:15 o’clock in the morning of Jan. 6, 1919. In his
death the United States has lost one of its most distingulshed and
patriotic citizens, who had endeared himself to the people by his strenu-
ous devotion to their interests and to the public interestd of his country.

As President of the Police Board of his native city, as member of
the Leglslature and Governor of his State, as Clvil Yervice Commisg-
sioner, as Assistant Secretary of the Navy, as Vice President and as
President of the United States, he displayed administrative powers of a
slgnal order .and conducted the affairs of these varlous offices with a
concentration "of effort and a watchful care which permitted no
divergence from 1;-he line of duty he had definitely set for himself.

In the war with Spain he displayed singular initiative and energy
and distinguished himself among the commanders of the army in the
field. As President he awoke the nation to the dangers of private con-
trol which lurked in our financial and industrial systems. It was by
thus arresting the attention and stimulating the purpose of the country
that he opened the way for subsequent necessary and beneficent
reforms.

His private life wagd”characterized by a simplicity, a virtue, and an
affection worthy of all admiration and emulation by the people of
America.

In testimony of the respect in which his memory is held by the
Govergment and people of the United States, I do hereby disect that the
flags of the White House and the several departmental buildings be
displayed at half-staff for a period of thirty days, and that suitable
military- and naval honors under orders of the Secretaries of War and
of the Navy be rendered on the day of the funeral. !

Done this seventh day of January, in the year of our Lord, one
thousand niné hundred and nineteen, and of the independence of the
United States of America, the one hundred and forty-third.

WOODROW WILSON,

By the Presldent.
- FRANK L. POLK, Acting Secretary of State.
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