ROOSEVELT SPRAKS

TOJRWISH DELEGATES

A Thousand Diners at the Astor

Cheer His Praise of Former
Subordinates of Their Race.

TAFT TELEGRAPHS GREETINGS

Mayor Gaynor’s Speech Read for Him

—Oscar S. Straus Tells How Men of
His Faith Helpesd Discover America.

e

The sixth dav of the. cwenty-second
Council of the Union of the American
Hebrew Congregations ended last night
with a dinner at the Hotel Astor which
was attended by more than 1,090 dele-
gates and thejr friends, and at which
Thesdore Rocsevelt was the guest of
honor.

Col. Rogsevelt sat between Jacob H,
Schiff, who was the toastmaster, and Os-
car 5.-Straus. He told the delegates sev-
eral anecdotes of his treatment of Jews
in his political career, and pleased the

diners by saying that, although he hadi

promoted and directed a number of Jew-
ish subordinates, he had never been influ-
eneeqd in anyv way by the fact that these
men were Jews, Lut merely by the fact
that they wwere brave and competent men.

Col. Roogsevelt. said withh particular em-
nhaeis that he beélleved that a few hun-
dred years from now the Americans would
ook back with azmusement at the *Te-

luctance which one set of their ancestors |
hed manifested at mingling with another |

eet of their ancestors.”

. "1 became acquainted with the east
s!de, the greater part of the population of
which is Jews, when I was Police Com-
missioner,” Mr. Rooseveit said. “*1 ear-
nestly wish that every American, for his
own sake, could have the same experi-
ence. It taught me that the differences
that seem 1o Keep asunder the different
peoples of this city are due {o ignorance
and misapprehension more than to any
other cause. If we can only grow to sym-
rathize with one another, we will quickly
see that the things that divide us are
superficial and the things that unite us
are fundamental.” The Colonel’s remarks
were cheered with enthusiasm.

.The guests who occupied seats at the

head table, the hundred other tables, and
in the two tiers of galleries, made the
big dinner an unusually notable gather-
ing. At the speakers’ table were Mayor
Gaynor, Solomon Sulzberger, lLucius L.
Solomons, the Rev. Dr. Davigd Plilipson,
EBernard Bettmian, the Rev. Dr. Jonzah
Wise, Adolf Kraus, the Rev. Dr. Joseph
Silverman, Jacobh H. 8c¢hiff, Oscar S.
Straus, the Rev. Dr. Raufman Xohler,
Judge Josiah Cohen, the Rev. Dr. Erancis
bBrown, Leo Wise, the Rev. Dr. Maurice

H. Mazrris, the Rev. Dr. Afax Heller, undt

the Rev. Dr. Samuel Schulman.
ven Russia’s Flag Displayed.

The big pall room and the two tiers of
boxes were draped with the flags of all
nations, including that of Russia. At
the head of the room, in a red, white and
blue electric transparency, was the word
“Pax’” and, above, the motto * Peace

with all Nations,”” and also a flag on
which was represented a rainbow.
Souvenirs in the form of black leather-
bound, ninety.five-page histories of the
Union had been prepared by the Rev.
Dr. Samuel Schulman. The frontispiece
Wwas a photogravure of tlie late Rev. Dr.
isaac 3Alaver Wige, one of the Union's
chiief organizers. ‘The widow of Dr. Wise
eaet at one of the tables.” One thousand
copies of Lucius L. Solomons's oration.
‘Ourselves and Our Neighnors,” were.
also distribut=d. Before AIr. Schiff intro-
-doced Alr. Roosevelt he cailed for the
reading of the following telegram from
President Taft: -

I greatly regret my inabiiity to attend the
banquet which marks the close of the pres-
ent important cenvention of the American
Hebrew Congrezetions, I would like to be
able to testify in speech to my admiration
for tite Jewish people and my conviction
that they constitute a most valuable ele-
nent in our American citizenship, and make
most effectively for artisiic §mprovement,
education, progress, the extension of chari-
iy, and tne maintenance of law and order.
: ) WILLIAM H. TAPRT.
This telegram from Gov. Dix was read:

Albany, N. Y., Jan, 18, 1911,
3May I send a word of greeting to the
U'nion of American Bebrew Congregations?
Greatly to my regret the pressure of official
basiness prevents my attendance at your
dinner and Jeprives me pf the pleasure of
personelly extending 2 heartfelt velcome to
the delegates to vour council. The glory of
the Jews {s that from ihe dawn of history
they nave revealed ans mnanifested to the
werld the genius and cssence of true ro-
ligion, the religion based upon the worship
of ithe one Gad, ang on that inner spiritual
life upor. which depends the reality of the
eterna: and the hope and uplif: of humanity.
I wish you godspe=d in the transcendent
work you gre doing for the good of man-

kingd. JOHN A. DIX.
Governor.

Schiff Talks of Reform.

¥n introducing Mr. Roosevelt, ®Ir.
Schiff said: -

“ Reform in Judaism started the dav
after the law was proclaimed on Sinai's
heights, but the never-changing essence

of our religion remains for ali times. Its
forms may change and adapt themselves
10 the demands of varying conditions and
surroundings; what Judaism has ever
stood for and continues to proclaim, the
Unity of God and the rizht of every
human being to approach his Creator
without any intermediary, as adhered 1o
by Reformm Judajsm as rirmily as in the
most rigid orthodoxy. i

**Not for 2 moment do I want to cast
the slightest aspersion upon those who, for
the time being, probablv constitute the
lJarge majorily of our coreligionists in this

country, gand who still cling to the ortho-!

doxy they have brought from their distant
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. native lands, but I maintain that. if we:

want to make certain that the offsnring |

of the great multitude of our coreligion-
ists, who have come into our midst durin;
the past three decades, are to grow inio
worthy Americans of the Jewish faith, we
shali have vigorously and consistently io
continue our efforis to develop the Re-
form Judafsm, for which the basis has =o
farsishtedly been i3id on this continent by
Isaac M, IWise, Elnhorn, Samuel Hirsch,
and Lilienthal. .

““It is our proud and justified claim
that {n this city of a miliion people of the
Jewish faith—and this is no doubt the
cacse elsewhere in the United States—it is
the Reform Jew who has, in the main.
created and looks after the proper man-
agement not only of Jewjsh charity jnsti-
tutions, but aisp afier the maintenance of
ine educational and cultural efforts within
the Jewish community, and we truly can
say of Reform Judalsm. with its existence
{in this country of six or seven decades:
* By its fruits ve shall know it.’

‘*TWhen we go 2part on the morrow let
the impress remain upon us from this
council of American Hebrew Congrega-

tions that even if it Is our aim to imbue!

Judaism with a healthy Iiberalism, e
deeply respect our faith, and that we
shall be ever mindful that our religion
commandas us, that ahead of anvthines
comes the weal of the country of “which
we have become part and parcel. e
snnail then not e wanting in the precious
things which are the heritage of every
gooqd citizen of this great Repubilic.

Tt 0ur guest of honor to-night is one
who, miore than any other American, liv-
ing or dead, has taught the world the
lesson that equally with anyv other citi-
zen of this country the Jew is entitled to
a square deal, and who, while Chief of
this mighty XNation, raised his voice in no
uncertain tone in protest of the atrocities
and persecution which have forced so large
a multitude of our people to abandon their
homes in tiie countries of their birth and
seek the hospitality of our shores. Afore-
over, he called one of our coreligionists
into the Cabinet of the President of the
United States, the highest office within
his gift. We Jews owe him a debt of
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- present.

gratitude which I earnestly hope will
never be fergotten.” :

Cheer as Roosevelt Rises.

All the diners sprangz up from 'their'
tables and chesred when AMr. Roosevelt
' rose to speuak. Mr. Roosevelt saigd:

“*I come here to-night to speak to you
‘a few words of greeting, and f{p speak to
you as Ifcllow-Americans. I Jdon't feel
that in acting as I always have 10 my
fellow-Americons of Jewish faith I de-
served any praise. I would have deserved

blame if I hadn't always treated them
the way I have. I've met good Jews and
bad Jews. good Christians and bad Chris-
tians., Whenever I have met a good man
I have always lried to stand by. him.
\Whenever I have met 2 bad man ['ve al-
ways cinched him. In both cases it |
“would have been waste of time to have
asked me to alter my course,

**I have been thrown mueh with my
 fellow-citizens of the Jewish faith. When
. I worked with /them I didn't know and
didn't ask their faith. As I once sald to
~a former member of my Cabinet—Straus,
here—* One of my favorite books is the
Book of Maccabees.” While I wish most
earnestly to do all I can to bring about
- the reign of peace, and wish the United
- States to do this, too, 1 wish to see peace
with justice, and not weakness or timid-
Jity. 1 don’t want to see the spirit of the
" Maccabees to die out. In my regiment at
Santiago, after one of the fizhis, I pro-
moted some men for galiantry. I Knew
"nothing «bout them. Two I found out
after were (Catholics, two were Protest-
ants, and one_was a Jew."” .

One of the diners let out a shrill whoop,
~and Caol. Roosevelt raised a laugh by ex-
ic]ai'n']ing, **That's a real Rough Rider
eryt” . :

1 gidn’t know or care what their re-
ligious faith was, all I wanted to know
was whether, in a crisis, they'd °‘stay
put,” ”’ Ar. Roosevelt went an when the
laugh cubsided, “ Mr. Schiff probably
remembers my visiting the Montefiore
Home two years_ ago and meeting a
member of my old regiment. That man
was a Jew. He had been wounded in the
first day's fighting at Santiago. I had
sent him to the hospital, A few days
later a rumor went out that we were
going to assault the enemy’s line. next
morhning

“That Jewish soldier of mine left the
iospital and came back to fight under
me. I think he acted in an unconstitu-
tional manner. You can imagine how that
shocked me. When I was Police Com-
missioner I wanted the right kind of men
on the force, but I never asked their re-
ligious faith.

“An English clergyman c¢ame over
here to start an anti-semitic crusgde.
Some worty Jews asked me {9 stop
his meetings. I refused because I am
against stopping anyone from -pitching
into anvone else. 8oon after, the clergy-
man himself zame to me and psked me
to protect his anti-semitic meetings
from :nterruptions by Jews, 1 sent thirty
Jew policemen to protect him. ‘

**In making the future American to
be the highest possible type, it Is_ our
duty to accentuate the good qualities
of each race and to reward esch individ-
ual according to the high quality of
citizenship he shows, no matter what his
race 1S.. ' .

¢ Infamous Patriotism.”

“There are countries where patriotism
Is shown by persecution. It takes the
form of terrible outrages by Christians on
Jews or by non-Christians on Christians.
But this is an infamous form of patriot-
Ism and it is a source.of degradatijon

to the nation that does the wrong. No
nation nowadays can rise by trampling
down another. The motto on which we
act here is * All men up.” It Is a much
safer motto than ‘ Some men dowh,'

“Mr. Schiff alluded to my having
Straus in my Cabinet. You'd have had {o
hring strong pressure to bear on me to
keep him out. Perhaps I shouldn't com-
promise him by saying so. but he has
always been & strong friend of mipe. I
must aslkk Mr, Sehiff not to make this
public in Wall Street, however. I'd have
pui Straus in my Cabinet anyway.
~ ‘“But it was an additional pleasyre to
have him there because he was a Jew.
The one prime lesson which should be
taught to every.man in this country is
that if he acts like a good citizen the
highest rewuards are open to him,

““It has always seemed to me that the
Jewish race poscsesses two qualities in-
herent in the old native American. 'The
Jew is eminently practical, ang .at the
rame time he is an idealist., But sl-
though both the Jewg and- the native
Americans: have ‘both these:qualities in
comimion, t¥ - . mustn’'t kKeep them- in sep-
arate com. _mnenis. The one quality I
don't want to see developed in this Natjon
is the quality which applauds the loffiest
gentiments provided they don't have to be
lived up to. T : _ -

‘* There is just one matter in which 1
wani to9 see each race which composes
this Nation show a separate identity.
When I deal with a crook, I don't care
whether he 1s a Republican crook or a
Democratic creok. But T will always tend
to hit the Republican crook a little harder
bhecause I feel a little responsible for him.
It is the duty for all Americans .to pro-
test against dishonest public servants.
But when a public servant of one nation-
ality iz dishonest his fellow-members in
that race shonld especially punish him.”

Ex-President Roosetelt raised a . little
comniotion toward the end of his speech by
ailuding to his controversy with George
F. Baer, President of the Reading Rail-
road. in the 1ast anthracite coal strike. -

1 have had more than one encounter
with financial men of my own retigion,”
he said. 1 once had quite an encounier
with one man who thought he was a vice
rezent of God. I told him frankly I didn’t
agree with him.”

Al the diners laughed and showuted
‘“ Baer! Baer!" at this. Mr. Roosevelt
concluded by sayving that he was ‘' only
radical in trying to apply old moralities
to new conditions.”

“T Delieve in using any expedient the

nevw condition warrants.” he said. “ I
preach the old fundamental verities. My
critics say I preach plariiudes. The Deca-

logue is platitudinous—in theory, but not
in practice. "While we In this zountry
need intellertual develonpiment, we need
character more.” ‘

Secretary Reads Gaynor's Speech.

At the conclusion or Colonel Roosevelt's
speech, the audience arose and gave with
one Roug.: Rider yell the Chautauqusa
galute, “

The address of Mavor Gayvnor, who fol-
lowed ANIr. Roosevelt, was read by his
Secretary, Robert Adamson, owing to
the condition of the Mayor's throat.
While Mayor Gaynor stood leside him,
Mr., Adamson read:

‘““You are represeniatives from the re-
formed congregations of Israel throughout

the wiiole country. Israel has always been
a growing and advancing religious force.
The history of the Jewish race discloses
no period in which mere non-essential reg-
ulations and forms were not being grad-
uslly chafiged or abandoned in order to
kéep pace with the teachings of experi-
ence or to conform to just local or nation
gl manners and usages. -

“ But not so in the fundamental tenets
of your bhelief. To them you have re-
mained steadfast through all the ages and
dispersed - throughout ali the different
climes and peoples of the earth. You have
brougnt down to us in_gn unbroken line
froin even before the time of Abraham-~
vea, from that border lne where fable
scarcely ceases and history hardly begins,
the one great lineage and tradition of the
world—a pure belief in the one true and
ever-living Geoed,

**God the Father and his Providence
over all vou have given to us as a living
fact. And from it we realize the universal
brotherhood of man, through which the
lonz and inexplicable persecution of the
Jews by Christian nations is drawing to
a close even in the one remaining Chris-
tian nation where it still has a footholgd.
The Christians inherit from the Jaws their
belief in the one Ged. Jesus was born of
the Jewish race. We have appropriated to
ourselves the entire Jewish Sgcred Secrip-
tures, the 0ld Testament, ag we call it
And all of the Scriptures of our New
Testament were written by Jews. O
brother through a common God! We have
only to realize these things that there
may linger in our hearts no feeling,
against thee.” - -

Again the audience rose to cheer the
speaker. The+« Rev. Dr. Phllipson of
Cincinnati spoke next, saving in part:

‘““ European Jews of international fame
have said on various .occasjons that the
hope of the future of Judaism lies in this
country. . If this prophecy is to come
true, then must the reform congregations
of this country here-agssembled in convens
tion remain falthful and loyal to the
cause wherein they are enlisted. But the
cry has arisen in some quartiers of late
that Reform Judalsm has failed, apd that
therefore: we must reirace our steps,
Such extol the past at the expense of the

““ We, as well as our reactionary friends,
recognize that the present state of efv
fairs in Jewry is far from: perfection. We
may even agree in part with their diag:-
nosis of the ilis, but we do not agree-‘at
all with them in the claim that healing
will be Tound for these ills*by setting our
faces hackward toward an outgrown past.
American Reform Judaism will solve the:
issues of the future.as it has worked out
the problems that have-arigsen during the

past. céntury, the problems of the adjust-.
ment: af. qur religious.views -and-practices.
P . | S
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“to the need and the outlook of modernity.
' Whatever will be the line that the future
. will take we, the adherents of the proph-
. etic universalistic interpretation of our
- religion, feel convinced that it will not be
. the surrender of the hizh hopes of our re-

| farm _pioneers, .the heralds of our liberal |

‘faith, .it will not be the despair of the
ultimate triumph of the American spirit
' of progress, it will' not be the reversal of
our beljef In the forward march of cur
religion and a suhstitution therefor of the
ery, ‘ Backward to mediaevalism, ghetto-
{sm, nationalism.’ . !

“Yes, in all truth, here with us in Amer-
“ica lies the hope for the future. Let us
not lose heart nor be panie-stricken be-
cause we, the followers of liberal progres-

sive Judaism, are now in the minority, |
owing to the great immigration of our
orthocdox Russian brethren during the past
quarter of a century. Time and the Amer-
{can shirit are fizghting cen our side.”
Judge Josiah Cohen of Pittsburg, who
foilowed Dr. Philipson, declared that he
had come without any prepared speech,
but that at the risk of ‘* giving his be-
loved sleep, ”” he ivould speak briefly.

Praise for Women of Isrnel.

““Condensed in a single sentence,” he
said, “I would impress on you that we
Jews should find a home for the glorious
doctrines of our faith not only in the syn-

agogues, but that also in the hearts of
the mothers and women of Israel rests
the future of Israel. You have eulogized
the leaders of Isracl, the men of Israel,
but sadly forgotien the women of Israel.
In the darkest .days of our national his-
tory, the only place svhere the men of our
race could find the teachings of Israel
was at the side of Israel's mothers and
women. i

“I would draw wmy inspiration, too,
from what has been said by the leader of
the nation {turning to Col. Roosevelt]
who, if anything, is a practical man.”

Col. Roosevelt, amid a gathering laugh
all around, turned to Mr. Schiff at his
left and mouthed, with a smile, something
that looked like '* practical man!"”

“He has told you,” continued Judge
Cohen, *‘ that the morality of the old and
of the new are identical, what was right
2,000 years ago Is right to-day. This we
myst -ever bear in mind. Whether the
principles are those of Moses on the
Mount or of Christ under dispensation,
the teachings were the same, the prin-
ciples were identical.” ' _

Judge Cohen concluded by saying that
the fight going on in Israel was not for
dozgmas, but a fight of American Jews
who desire to wipe out of existence cere-
monjies born of persecution, which should
have died when that persecutjon ceased.
The event wasg hopeful, he said; he did
not agree with the sentiment that ‘‘ man-
kind has its couptry, and Israel but the
grave,’ byt rather with the higher hope,
**The Guardian of Israel neither slum-
bers nor sieeps.” ‘ -

Mr. Schiff then introduced Oscar S8.
Straus, the last speaker of the evening,

My, "Straus declared that the--spirlt of
American "Judaism first asserted itself
whén Asser Levy, a citizen of New Ame-
sterdam, refused to pay taxes unless al-
lowed his right of standing guard, with
the other citizens, for the protéction of
their homes. 'The spirit of Americanism
and that of Judaism had ever been com-
vad=s, said Mr. Straus.

Jeyws Were Wiﬂl Columbus,

“ 1t was Luis Sentangel, the Beacons-
{jeld of his time, and his kinsman, Ga-
briel Sanches, the Royal Treasurer of
Arragon, who advanced out of his own
purse 17,000 florins which made the voy-
age of Columbus possible,”” he said.

‘“ LLuis de Torres, the .nterpreter as well
as the surgeon of the little fleesi, besides
several of the sailors who were with Co-
Ihumbus, were Jews. The royal patrons
weare finally won over by the hope that
Coluinbus might find new trearsures, but
his Jewish patrons advanced the money
out of their caravels without security
and without interest, as they saw, as by
divine inspiration, the promise of the dis-
covary of another world 1hat would afford
10 the quickening principles of human
liberty a temple reared to the God of en-
franchised and redecemed conscience, and
a home for the ideals of progress.

* If the Pilgrims, the Puritans and the
Huguenots brought with them, as they
cortainly did, the remembrance of suf-
fering for ideals and the spirit of sacri-
fice, how much longer was that remems-
brance, and with how much greater inten-
sity did that spirit glow in the souls of
the Jews, whose whole history is a rec-
ord of martyrdom, of suffering and of
sacrifice for the ideals of civil and re-
liglous [liberty, of whom it is said: °‘Of
all' .the. races and.- nations . of “mankind
which quarter the arms of liberty on the
shields of their honor, none has a betler
title to that decoration than the Jews.”

A¢The spirit of Judaism . hecame. tha

mother spirit of Puritanism in old - Eng-|

Jand, and  the history of Israel and. its
democratic model under the Judges in-
spired and guided the Pilgrims and Puri-
tans in. thejr. wandering hither and in
laying the foundations of their common-
wealths in New England.

#* While Zionism is a child of despalir in
countries where the victims of oppres-
sion are still counted by millions, the
Republicanism of the United States is the
nearest approach to the ideals of the
prophets of Israel that has ever been
incorporated i{n. the form. of a State. The
founders of our Government converted
the dreams of philosophers into a political
system, A government by the people for
the people, whereunder the rights of man
became the rights of men secured and
guaranteed under a written Constitution,
America is peculiarly a promised land
wherein the spirit of the teachings of the
ancient prophets inspired -the work of the
fathers of eur countrv o

"I do not wish to be misunderstood as
claiming any special merit for the Jews
ag American citizens which is not equal-
ly possessed by the Americans of other
creeds. They have the good as well as
the bad among them, the nable and the
ignoble, the worthy and the unworthy.
They have the qualities as well as the
defects of their fellow-citizen. In a word,
they are not any less patriotic Americans
because they are Jews, nor any less loyal
Jews because they are primarily patriotic
Americans.”

PROBLEMS OF IMMIGRATION.

Charges Against Officials by Lawyer
Kohler Answered by Secretary Nagel.

The morning session of the . Hebrew
Union's Council at the Hotel Astor ves-
terday was devoted to a discussion of
immigration. Max J. Kohler, a lawyer of
this city, read a paper denouncing as un-
just and unfair what he termed the re-
strictionist policy recommended by the
recent Immigration Commission, and con-
demning what he considered discrimina-
tion against certain aliens by the pres-
ent immigration officials at the varjous
stutions. Secretary Nagel of the Depart-
ment of Commerce and ILabor replied,
giving the attitude of his department.

*“IWe must recognize that we are in the.
midst of a new ‘ know nothing era,” >* Mr.
Kohler said. *““and onlv a campaign of
education can safeguard the best inter-
e3ts of the country and maintain the
‘open door’ to continued National pros-
perity. With-respect to the epforcement
of the immigratién laws, as in all other
respects, the Jews of the United States
want the laws enforeced. RBut we demand
fair administration and justice to each
and all. =~

“We do not want aliens admitted of
any race or creed suffering from loath-
some or contagious diseases, mentally or
morally defzctive, copntract laborers or
paupers or persons likely to become pub-
lic charges, In fact. Besides our general
Interest in our beloved country, we Jews
realize that we Will be the chief suffer-

ers if such properly debarred allens of
our faith are admitted.

*'Let me content myself by merely
pointing out that the percentage of Jew-
ish execlusipns to Jewish admissions has
Increased as follows during late years:
During  the fiscal year ended June 20,
1907, it was .84 per cent., for 1908 it was
.63 per ceut., for 1900 it was 1.06 per cent.,

and it has now increased, for the past

fiscal vear, to 1.8 per cent., more than!

three times asg great as in 1908, 1,667 Jews

having been excluded this year out of -

an army of 24,270 debarred of all races.

During the past few weeks even these

figures have greatly increased. 'The gen--
eral ‘percentage of exclusions 18 even
greater, having been during the past year
2.32 per cent. Oof exclusions to admissions
of all races, showing that the jews econ-
stitute an appreciably better class of {m-
migranis than the average. In these fig-
ures an appreciable number of deporta-

tiong after admissions are not-included, .

amounting to 23¢ during the past fiscal,
vear. Ségenty-:'sggven per cent. of all our

immigrants land at Ellis Island.
Says the Lavy is Misconstrued.
"« As regards the Jewish exclusions of
the past year; 1,057, more than two-thirds,
‘took plgce on the score of ‘likelihpod to
become a public charge,” and this number

.

h

‘hag been constantly. inereasing .because

of ever newer -misconsiructions of- ths

e ———
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law, furtively forced upon Inspectors at
Ellis Island day by day, breaking dopa.
their judicial attitude and creating an at-
mosphere of uncertainty and ararchy and
cowed timidity.

* As to ¢xciesions on moral grounds we
Jews have an enviable record. There
have been only twelve criminals excluded |
auring the past year out of 58 of all,
races, only eleven prostitutes out of 314
or all races, and flve procurers out of 179
of all races, despite unwarranted charges
concerning Jewish participation in the s0-
called ‘ white slave traffic.’” :

The Board of Delegates appointed by the
unjon to investigate, he sgid, had found:
1o to 25 per cent. of Jewish exclusions in
some months unjustified, and the Immi- !
-gration Commission itself pointed out that'
nearly SU per cent, of the appeals taken:
to the Secretary of Commerce and Labor |
were sustained. . T . |

“With the advent, in the past two!
-¥earg, of one or two opinionateg doctrin- .
aircs into office,” he sald, * their own/!
narrow and erroneous opinions and be-
liefs of what is best for the couniry have
been substituted for law, and conditions
of despotism have been buijlt up herefo-
fore unknown in the National history, the
extent of which Secretary Nagel and As-
sistant Secretary Cable themse]lves do not
realize. The Immigration Inspectors seek
now--almost {o a man—merely to reach!!
the results which they think their superior !
requires under penalty -of removal.

** Naturally enough, under these condi-:
tions, the vague and indefinite phrase:
‘likely to becomme a public charge,’ has |
become the cover for most of the un-:
warranted exclusions. Originally, as
defined by the courts and intended by
Congress, those words were construed as
barring only gersons under affirmative
physical disabilities, preventing their
earnng a lving, and it was repeatedly
held, both by the courts and the head of
the Treasury Department, that posses-
sion of money on arrival was not neces-
sary on the part of healthy aliens having
It'glatives or friends herea ready tao al

em.

‘““In 1907 Congress was asked to estah-
lish a $25 cash qualification on entrance,
but refused, but 8 new self-constituted(
lawmaker arose in June, 1909, in the
person of the Commissioner at Ellis Isl- |
and, who reversed Congress and ordained |
that in most cases $20 was necessary,
nno matter what relatives and friends the
immigrant might have here, When ob-
jection was taken to the usurpation of
such legislative authority by an adminis-
trative officfal, the circular itself was
withdrawn, but noh-observance of ita
principles became 'incapacity’ and ‘in-
subordination ' on the part of all subordi-
nates. The new and even more danger-
ous ' docirine was simultaneously pro-
mulgated, as a new dispensation, that
proffers of assistance after arrival in
finding work and caring for immigrants|
meahtime were to be disregarded on the
issue of ‘likely to become a public
charge, * unjess extended by persons
legally obligated to support the alien,
such as husbzand to wife, parent to
minor child,

Speaks Up for Other Races.

“ The Board of Delegates has also vigor-
ously opposed, in conjunction with others,
various recommendations to make the im-
migration law still more drastic. The

chief fof these proposed amendments, as
autlined by the Immigration Commission,
are to require 4§ tests of admission
ability to read or write in some language,

the exclusion of unskijled laborers un-
accompanied by wives or familijes, in-
creases of head tax and amount of money
in possession of immigrants,” with grada-
tions in favor of families coming over
here together, lipitation of numbers of |
each race to an \rbitrary percentage for
each year, limitation of numbers of |
aliens annually admissible at any port, |
and exaction of certificates of good char-
acter from certain couptries of origin.

* The chief reasons_for these propased
restrictions are the supposed lower stand- |
ards of immigrants now arriving, com-
ing to-day chiefly from JItaly, Austria,
and Russia; thelr supposed disposition to
return to "their origingl homes, where
they leave their families, and supposed
unwillingness to become Americanized, |
the supposed unfavorable effects upon;|
wages—though the commission's investiga- |
tions show affirmatively that wages have
not increased—and the evils of congestion
in large cities. As applied to Jewjsh
immigrants, tnese grounds are. sub-
stantially all fallacjous.” - -

The same arguments, he said, were
formerly used against the German and
Irish immigrants. He denied the possi-
bility of declaring that the * race valus ™’
of the 81 per cent. of immigrants that!
now come from. -Southern ahd - Eastern
Burope ~vas lower  thanp .that. of the
carlier immigration, and .that they couid
not be so easily assimilated. Ewven the
physical raecial’ characteristics _of the |
children - of -immmigrants, he’ said, ~ soon ;
merged intg the new National type. -

“It is well occasionally to remind such
dactrinaries that an  Ttalian n‘a.'nmdi

[ e L

e

Christopher Columbus, with a South Eu-
Topean crew., paved. ithe way even =for
their Anglo-Saxon &ncestors to come to
this land of promise, and that already ml
our -revolutionary war Xosciusko and
Pulaski altested to their love of liberty in:
& trying lhour, as did also the Polish Jew|
Haym -Caiomon, tihe .associate of Robert;
Morris and friend of .Hamilton and Madi-
san. We have had appreciable numbers,
of Italians, S8lavy, Austrians and Jews)
here since the organization of our gov-
ernment, and they have proved valuable
citizens png are directing their compat-
riots in the sane cpannels who are a.rrivv[
ing in larger numbers in our own day, and*
we need not, a priori, speculate as to their!
assimiiability and race vsalue. Secondly,
1t should never be forgotten that a ma-
chinery for the Americanization and as-
similation of these {oreign elements has
heen established in our -day, heretofore!
unheard of, anl which ‘hastens this pro- |
cess beyond anything avallable to the
‘immigrant of former days, - :

. *‘The extraorainary suggestion Is algo;
made Dby the Immigration Commission
that a limitation he considered of the
number of iminigrants of each race arriv-
ing per annum, to & certain percentage of
the average of that race arrivinég during
a glven perlod of years. It is difficult to
understand how such an un-American
suggestion could even be penned. Besides
its .- probably unconstitutional character
and ‘its grave violation of treaty faith—
Since_our trealies and statutes now "exe
pressly invite iImmigration of all races ex-
cept the Mongolian—no expedient couyld
be devised tending more strongly to de-
velop race prejudice and race feeling than
this. The so-called ‘‘race values" of dif-
ferent nationalities are based upon pure,
unwarranied assumption as to which po
two authorities could agree, even if one
could satisfactorily ascertain the average
chargcteristies of any one race, '

“President Rodsevelt very ably phrased
the correct American position in his mes-
sage of 1406 in which he said:

“‘Not only niust we treat all nations
fairly, but we must treat with justice and
Food will all immigrants who come here
under the law. Whether they are Cath-
olic or Protestant, Jew or Gentile, wheth-
er they come from England or Germany,
Russia, Japan, or Italy, matters nothing,
All we have a right to question is g
man’s conduct '’ ~

Assimilative Process Quicker To-day

The assimilative process to-day, said
Mr. Xohler, was even quicker than that
of the ** old immigration.” The census of
1000, he said, established the remarkabile
fact that the percentage of illiteracy was

smaller among children of immigrants
than among those of native-born white
parents. o ' o
~_An illiteracy test for immigrants, he de-
clared, would keep out the much-needed
laborers to do the manual work of the
country—work that would never be dors
by more literate persons. As for the dan-
ger of congestion of immigrants in the
large cities, the Jewish Industrial Re-
rmoval Office and the Galveston Informa-
tion Bureau were already hending every
effort to distribute Jewish immigrants in
the communities and farm lands‘far from ;
the Eastern seaports, despife govern-
mental -hindrance put in their way re-
cently under a wrong interpretation of the)
“ contract lahor ' clause. ' Y

Representatives of the crowded cities hﬂ

Congress, he said, had in the main ex-
rregsed ti_'t

emselves againsgt restrictive leg-
slation, the oppositian coming chiefiy:
rom sections which needed immigrant
labor most and were as yet unfamiliar
with it and dependent ubon such fabor to
check the depopulation of the farm and |
ithe lure of the city., He concluded with a
quotation from Edward-Xverett congern-
ing the National history; N
“T.et me remind vou that jtgs firgt inei-
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-'denti is Columbus bhegginz bread t"or his

i child at the gate of a ccenvent.
yfinds you the stewards of this immense!
tlie almone:s of this more|
than imperial clhiarity, providing employ- |
ment and food for-starving nations and a |
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abundunce,

home for fugitlive races.”
' Secercinry Nagel Speaks Ont,

Secretary INagel said he had fome un- |
prepared to speak on immigration, but.
i would reply with unreserved frankness to |
' Mr. Kohler in view of the charges his'

paper contained,

‘““I do not share the opinion that immi-
gration to-day is in all respects different
from that of earlier years,” he said,
‘“though I do bhelieve that more and more

people are coming here for motives tempo-
rary and other than the strong desire of
living under & free government, which ani-

mated the earller immigrants. On the others+
hand, in some countries it is anly to-day:

that people find thelr first opportunity to
break away from oppression and come to
a country where they can breathe free-
dom and enjoy justice. We must admit,
too, that conditions 'in our country have
changed so as to make this more a po-
}iitlca.l and social question than in other
ays.

“I wish to put myself on record as un-
qualifiedly opposed to an illiteracy test. I

. care more for the sound body and mind,

a straight look in the eyves, and ability

‘to work than for any test vou can give, [

say unqualifiedly that iliiteraey does not
stand in the way of assimilation.

‘“I am not here to seek applause,” he
added as the dslegates brake into en-
thusiastiec gpplause, ** This is too serious
a2 matter for speaking to the gallery. 1
do not want ta say what I would not
carry out, I reulize you arc an audience
representing one phase, but to me you
represent the whole question.

‘“I dp not want you to understand me as
joining in the words of condemnation you
hhave Just heard in the preceding paper. I
do not. But though I do not blame the
men—~hardworking and each day on the
point of giving up their heavy task—I do
think that the system under which we

work is at fault and not equal to the

situation.

* Immigration is but one of the twelve
bureaus under my department, but it is
the bureaun of intensely human concern—
the live wirs of my department—and as
such receives most careful attentjon. I
believe that instead of having us sit at
Washington to hear a large number of
appealed cases the right policy would be
to have at the inception of those cases as
competent and well paid a force of men
as we c¢an obtain. At present, oddly
enough, the ablest and highest paid men
occupy our civil courts instead of -our
police and criminal courts and places

where _actual human life is_ being
threshed out. The situation should he re-
versed.

“1 do not think your speaker has told

‘you all the difficulties or given our side

ment to United States officials

28 much attention as he might. Aliens
come, often 3,000 a day. We have a
limited force and only limited compensa-
tions to pay. We need competent boards
and enough boards, who can, as a good
Judge should, be appealed to by the indi-
vidquality of every alien instead®of falling
into the rut of merely asking the specified
questiony. I would rather have such a
relief measurs enacted than any of those
recommesnded.

1 do not believe in the letter of the
law, but its spirit. I try to read into. the
whole act its essential purpose and en-
forcing it as T see it. There are two es-
sential clauses in the act: Onec exclyding
all aliens likely to become public charges,
and the other excluding such ‘as are cer-
tified after medical examination to be
mentally or physically defective. TUnder
the first clausge, there is but one mean-
ing left, for we have refined matters so
far that even those dependent on_pri-
vate charlty are no longer considerel
public charges, Certainly if the inter-
pretation of the ciause has been strained
then it is not strained against the alien.
There is no mopey requirement—let us be
right about that; money is consideved
only in conjuncton with other facts, Of
coyrse, we are bound to make some mis-
takes. But you have no right to come
before us with individual cases as tyvpical
examples, You should try to help us
in the work, -

Law to Help the Alien Broken.
*“If I break the law, it is in behalf of

the allen, not against him, to prevent]

ktardship, not to accentuate hardship, and
bring tears of sorrow. If the alien is as-
sisted, he shall be excluded. according to
the law, unless he can affirmatively show
hiinself not to be Hable to become a public
charge. If the wife or family of a res-
jdent immigrant comes over, this clause
has no effect. But if they have only re-
mote relatives or friends upon whom they

have no right to depend for maintenance,

what will you do about it?

‘“ Shall T in that case disregard the law
altogether? It will only lead to a more
stringent law. After all, I am here 1o
enforce the law, and this I shall do as
reasonably and as justly as I can.

Secretary Nagel said it was dangeroys
to examine a record superficially, and
mentioned the case of the two Schwartz
boys, who were at first detained at Ellis
Island, and about whom much clamor was
made. It turned out, he said, that the
bovs had lied in making their preliminary
statement, saying that they had only an
uncle here, whereas they had also a
father and brothers here, none of whom
was in a position to take care af thent.

‘““We are entitled to know the truth,”
sald Secretary Nagel. * The first condi-
tion of admission of any allen to the
United States should be a truthful.statt}s-
in e
beginning. The strongest peint in any im-
migrant's case is to .state his weakness
truthfully first, I do not like lies, nor to
‘admit persons who do.” .

Nevertheless, he said, he decided to ad-
mit the Schwartz boys because they were
strong, healthy lads. .

“ Are such cases proper bases for a
charge of maladministration, or an unjust
attaclk on hard-worked employes? he
asked. “ After all, we’'re all human;
when a man is unjustly. assailed, e puts
his back against the wall and hits back.

‘“ Not a case ls perfunctorily passed on
by subordinates. Every record is passed
on by me., Under the law I have a right
to hear the appeal only on the record. 1f
I had not the right to go beyvond the
record, however, to get the atmosphere of
each individual case, yes, and to get
Brother Simon Wolf, here, to hurry up a
bondsman for some one destined for un-
reachable kinsmen in the Far West, it
wouldn’'t take more than half an hour to
sign all the cases hefore me! I advise
yvou not to go tinkering, with that phase
of the cquestion. . .

“ 1 don't like to establish a bonding
business, however. I want {0 know
whether the guarantee {8 in the kinsman's
heart. not in his pocket, and if he is or
js not the man to let his kinsmen suffer
or starve. I have little use for a per-
functory bond.

Where Sentiment Ceases.

“I .concede that yYou are governed by
sentiment iu this matter, and I do not deny
that I, too, have some sentiment.
the steamship companies are not governed
by sentiment at all; to them the immi-
grants are merely so much human freight.
Every precedent established in tlke ag-
mission of improper aliens would at once
be used by these companies as an ex-
cuse for bringinug more cases @f the kind.

““ Intead of prodding, therefore, or per-
mitting men in your 1 ame to prod, I ask
vou to co-operate with me. I need your
assistance. I have heard you say herve:
¢ We're as much interested as any one
else in not having the wrong kind of
people nere.” I know you are. RBut I've
never had you come to me with the name
of a wrong sort of person yet. Aiter all,
you are advocates In the matter; and 1,
too, am an advocate—an advocate of the
United States, and it's a large corpora-
tion! | .

v We all know this country doesn't be-
long to any particular race. Ve are
making for one type; and it is our duty
to. include in that type as far as we
can, all that's strong and virile in every
race in the world, and, as far as we can,
to exclude and Kkeep out all that is not.”
, Secretary Nagel's address was received
with frequent applause, and at its con-
clusion the delegates to a man rose im
token of their respect and aprreciation, a

Iis last

But-

————— L

Counecei A motion of

Jacub H. Schiff,  who said also:

| demonstration not witnessed before in the
. ~essions of the _ |
- thanks to Secretary Nagel was offered by

**We want to emiphasiza thut whatever !

"may be the case with other races, the Jew

who comes to the United States has never
gone back and will never go back.

*“The same, the very same, purncse that
brought here the Pilgrims and the Hu-
guenots, brings here the present Jew from
Russin; and 4f he is dant back there, no
matter on what pretext, he is sent back
to hell. The Jaw .can never beccme a
public charge, for, fortunately, every Jew
here knows it is his duty to take his
brother by thre hand. Only he becomes a
public charge who falls upon the tax-
baver, and the Jew 1will never permit
that to happen 1o his own.””

———

Simnon 3Wolf of Washinzgfon spoke brief-
lv, payving tribute to the * kindness, jus-
tice, and humane treatment '’ he had ever
found in Secretary Nuagel and the Govern-
ment officials, and the Council thereupon
ggain roge as a token of thanks. '

The afternoon was devoted to the read-
ing of committee reports and miscella-
neous business. ~

. At 10 o'clock this morning a paper deal-
ing with the question of the _Jewish pass-
port, now not recognized hy FNussia, which
xwcludes the Jew, will be read by l.ouis
Marshall. ‘To-night a reception will be
given the delegates and their wives hy
the District Grand Lodge No. 1 of the
Qrder of B'nai B'rith ot Temple Beth-El,
and addresses will be made by the Rev.
Dr. Bdward N. Calisch of Richmond on
‘“the 1. O. B. B. and a Square Deal for
the Jew,” and hy the Rev. Dr. Samuel
Schulman on * The Jewish Sitvation in

Russia and the Conscience of Christen-

dom.” Sermons by visiting rabbis will be
made at local temples to-morrow.
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