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Berlin, May 12, 1910

I veEry highly appreciate the chance to ad-
dress the University of Berlin in the year that
closes its first centenary of existence. It is
difficult for you in the Old World fully to
appreciate the feelings of a man who comes
from a nation still in the making, to a country
with an immemorial historic past; and espe-
cially is this the case when that country, with
its ancient past behind it, yet looks with proud
confidence into the future, and in the present
shows all the abounding vigor of lusty youth.
Such is the case with Germany. More than
a thousand years have passed since the Roman
Empire of the West became in fact a Ger-
man Empire. Throughout medisval times the
Empire and the Papacy were the two central
features in the history of the Occident. With
the Ottos and the Henrys began the slow rise



of that Western life which has shaped modern
Europe, and therefore ultimately the whole
modern world. Their task was to organize
society and to keep it from crumbling to
pieces. They were castle-builders, city-found-
ers, road-makers; they battled to bring order
out of the seething turbulence around them;
and at the same time they first beat back
heathendom and then slowly wrested from it
its possessions.

After the downfall nf Rome and the break-
ing in sunder of the Roman Empire, the first
real crystallization of the forces that were
working for a new uplift of civilization in
Western Europe was round the Karling
House, and, above all, round the great Em-
peror, Karl the Great, the seat of whose Em-
pire was at Aachen. Under the Karlings the
Arab and the Moor were driven back beyond
the Pyrenees; the last of the old heathen Ger-
mans were forced into Christianity, and the
Avars, wild horsemen from the Asian steppes,
who had long held tented dominion in Middle
Europe, were utterly destroyed. With the
break-up of the Karling Empire came chaos
once more, and a fresh inrush of savagery:
Vikings from the frozen North, and new
hordes of outlandish riders from Asia. It was



the early Emperors of Germany proper who
quelled these barbarians; in their time Dane and
Norseman and Magyar became Christians, and
most of the Slav peoples as well, so that Eu-
rope began to take on a shape which we can
recognize to-day. Since then the centuries
have rolled by, with strange alternations of
fortune, now well-nigh barren, and again great
with German achievement in arms and in gov-
ernment, in science and the arts. The centre
of power shifted hither and thither within Ger-
man lands; the great house of Hohenzollern
rose, the house which has at last seen Germany
spring into a commanding position in the very
forefront among the nations of mankind.

To this ancient land, with its glorious past
and splendid present, to this land of many
memories and of eager hopes, I come from a
young nation, which is by blood akin to, and
yet different from, each of the great nations
of Middle and Western Europe; which has in-
herited or acquired much from each, but is
changing and developing every inheritance and
acquisition into something new and strange.
The German strain in our blood is large, for
almost from the beginning there has been a
large German element among the successive
waves of newcomers whose children’s children



have been and are being fused into the Ameri-
can nation; and I myself trace my origin to
that branch of the Low Dutch stock which
raised Holland out of the North Sea. More-
over, we have taken from you, not only much
of the blood that runs through our veins, but
much of the thought that shapes our minds.
For generations American scholars have
flocked to your universities, and, thanks to the
wise foresight of his Imperial Majesty the
present Emperor, the intimate and friendly
connection between the two countries is now
in every way closer than it has ever been before.

Germany is pre-eminently a country in
which the world movement of to-day in all
of its multitudinous aspects is plainly visible.
The life of this University covers the period
during which that movement has spread until
it is felt throughout every continent; while its
velocity has been constantly accelerating, so
that the face of the world has changed, and
is now changing, as never before. 1t is there-
fore fit and appropriate here to speak on this
subject.

When, in the slow procession of the ages,
man was developed on this planet, the change
worked by his appearance was at first slight.
Further ages passed, while he groped and



struggled by infinitesimal degrees upward
through the lower grades of savagery; for the
general law is that life which is advanced and
complex, whatever its nature, changes more
quickly than simpler and less advanced forms.
The life of savages changes and advances with
extreme slowness, and groups of savages in-
fluence one another but little. The first rudi-
mentary beginnings of that complex life of
communities which we call civilization marked
a period when man had already long been by
far the most important creature on the planet.
The history of the living world had become,
in fact, the history of man, and therefore some-
thing totally different in kind as well as in
degree from what it had been before. There
are interesting analogies between what has
gone on in the development of life generally
and what has gone on in the development of
human society, and these I shall discuss else-
where.* But the differences are profound, and
go to the root of things.

Throughout their early stages the move-
ments of civilization—for, properly speaking,
there was no one movement—were very slow,
were local in space, and were partial in the
sense that each developed along but few lines.

1In the Romanes Lecture at Oxford.—L. F. A.






