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President Roosevelt’s List of Birds

Seen in the White House Grounds and About Washington
During His Administrationt

HEN Mr. Richard Kearton, the English ornithologist and author,
brought his wonderful motion pictures of bird-life to this country,

he came directly to Washington, and gave his first exhibition at the
White House to a small company of invited guests. President Roosevelt seemed
to enjoy the entertainment immensely, and when it was over he congratulated
Mr. Kearton warmly. Then the two became the center of a distinguished group
of outdoor men, including Ambassador Bryce, and they talked for an hour on a
variety of subjects,—beginning with snakes and ending with nature-faking.

It was when the party was breaking up that I had an opportunity to speak
with the President, and I asked him if I might make, from a magazine article
of his, a list of the birds he mentioned having seen about the White House.
I explained that I wanted it for a new edition of the local bird book, ‘Birds of
Washington and Vicinity.’

“Why yes,” he answered cordially. “But I’ll do better for you than that.
I’ll make you a list of all the birds I can remember having seen since I have
been here.”

Then he said I had better remind him, as he might forget it, and he told me
how to address a note so that it would come directly to him, without risk of
falling into a secretary’s waste-basket.

I wrote the reminder, and it shows the President’s characteristic promptness
that within twenty-four hours after mailing it I received this list of ninety-three
birds in his own handwriting.

Where an unusual name is given, I have added another in brackets. What
a Bush Sparrow was I did not know and could not find out, so I wrote Mr. Roose-
velt again, but not until after he had left Washington and was at Oyster Bay
engrossed with preparations for his African trip. I hardly expected a reply, but
some weeks later received a note from the Outlook office saying the writer had
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been instructed by Mr. Roosevelt, before his departure, to say that a Bush Spar-
row is a Field Sparrow.—Lucy W. MAYNARD, Washington, D. C.

(*Denotes a species seen on White House grounds)

NiceT HERON. Five spent winter of 1907
in swampy country about one-half
mile west of Washington Monument.

MoURNING DoOVE.

Quair.

RUFFED GROUSE.
Creek.

SHARP-SHINNED Hawk.

RED-SsHOULDERED HAWK.

*SparRrROW HAWK. A pair spent the last
two winters on and around the White
House grounds, feeding on the Spar-
rows—largely, thank Heaven, on the
English Sparrows.

*ScreECcH OwL. Steady resident on White
House grounds.

*SAw-wHET OWL. A pair spent several
weeks by the south portico of the White
House, 1905.

KINGFISHER.

*YeLLOoW-BILLED CUCKOO.

HaAiry WOODPECKER.

*DowNY WOODPECKER.

*SAPSUCKER.

*RED-HEADED WOODPECKER. Nests (one
pair) on White House grounds.

*FLICKER. Nests (several pairs) on White
House grounds.

WHIP-POOR-WILL.

NIGHTHAWK.

*CHIMNEY SWIFT.

*HUMMINGBIRD.

KINGBIRD.

GREAT CRESTED FLYCATCHER.

PH®EBE.

Woop PEWEE.

HORNED LARK.

*Crow.

*Fisa Crow.

*ORCHARD ORIOLE. One pair nested in
White House grounds.

BOBOLINK.

RED-WINGED BLACKBIRD.

*BALTIMORE ORIOLE.

MEADOWLARK.

*¥*PURPLE GRACKLE.
House grounds.
early spring.

One seen on Rock

White
abundant in

Nests on
Very

*REDSTART.

*PUrPLE FINCH.
*THISTLE BIrD (Goldfinch).
VESPER SPARROW.

*WHITE-THROATED SPARROW. Sings; this
year sang now and then all through
the winter.

*TREE SPARROW.

*CHirrlE (Chipping Sparrow). Nests.

BusH Sparrow (Field Sparrow).

*SNow BIRD (Junco).

*SoNG SPARROW. Nests.

*Fox SPARROW.

*CARDINAL.

TOWHEE.

*INDIGO-BIRD.

TANAGER.
PURPLE MARTIN.
*BARN SwALLOW.
TREE SWALLOW.
BANK SwALLOW.
*CEDAR BIrD.
LOGGER-HEAD SHRIKE.

*RED-EYED VIREO. Nests.

*WARBLING VIREO. Nests.

*BrLAck AND WHITE WARBLER. Nests.

*BLUE YELLOW-BACKED WARBLER (Par-
ula Warbler).

*CAPE MAY WARBLER.

*SUMMER YELLOWBIRD. Nests.

*BLACK-THROATED BLUE WARBLER.

*BLACK-THROATED GREEN WARBLER.

*MYRTLE WARBLER.

*MAGNOLIA WARBLER.

*CHESTNUT-SIDED WARBLER.

*BAY-BREASTED WARBLER.

*BLACKPOLL WARBLER.

*BLACKBURNIAN WARBLER.

PRAIRIE WARBLER.
OVEN-BIRD.

WATER THRUSH.
KENTUCKY WARBLER.
*YELLOWTHROAT.
CHAT.

*BLUE-WINGED WARBLER.

*CANADIAN WARBLER.

Nests on

Nests.

White House
grounds.

PiriT.






