THE POWER OF THE HOME.

BY THEODORE ROOSEVELT.

The welfare of the State depends absolute-
ly upon whether or not the average family, the
average man and woman and their children,
represent the kind of citizenship fit for the
foundation of a great nation; and if we fail to
appreciate this we {fail to appreciate the root
of tnorality upon which all healthy civiliza-
tion is based.

No piled up wealth, no splendor of ma-
terial growth, no brilliance of artistic develop-
ment will permanently avail any people un-
less its home life is healthy, unless the aver-
age -man possesses honesty, courage, common
sense and decency, unless he works hard and
is willing at need to fight hard, and unless the
average woman is a good wife and a good
mother.

There are certain old truths which will be
true as long as this world endures, and which
no amount of progress can alter. One of these
is the truth that the primary duty of the hus-
band is to be the home-maker, the bread-win-
ner for his wife and children, and that the
primary duty of the woman is to be the help-
meet, the housewife and mother. The woman
should have ample educational advantages;
but, save in exceptional cases, the man must
be, and she need not be, and generally ought
not to be, trained for a lifelong career as the
family bread-winner; and, therefore, after a
certain point, the training of the two must
normally be different, because the duties of
the two are normally different. This does not
mean inequality of function, but it does mean
that normally there must be dissimilarity of
function. On the whole, I think the duty of
the woman the more important, the more diffi-
cult and the more honorable of the two; on
the whole, I respect the woman who does her
duty even more than I respect the man who
does his.

No ordinary work done by a man is either
as hard or as responsible as the work of a
woman who is bringing up a family of small
children; for upon her time and strength, de-
mands are made not only every hour of the
day but often every hour of the night. She
may have to get up night after night to take
care of a sick child, and yet must by day con-
tinue to do all her household duties as well;
and if the family means are scant she must
usually enjoy even her rare holidays taking
her whole brood of children with her. The
lives of these women are often lived on the
lonely heights of quiet, self-sacrificing hero-
ism. ;

Just as the happiest and most honorable
and most useful task that can be set any man
is fo earn enough for the support of his wife
and family, for the bringing up and starting
in life of his children, so the most important,
the most honorable and desirable task which
can be set any woman is to be a good and
wise mother in a home marked by self-respect
and mutual forbearance, by willingness to
perform duty, and by refusal to sink into self-
indulgence or avoid that which entails effort
and self-sacrifice.

Of course there are exceptional men and
exceptional women who can do and ought to
do much more than this, who can lead and
ought to lead great careers of outside useful-
ness in addition to—mnot as substitutes for—
their home work; but I am not speaking of
exceptions; I am speaking of the primary
duties; I am speaking of the average citizens,
the average men and women who make up the
nation.

No mother has an easy time, and most
mothers have very hard times; and yet what
true mother would barter her experience of
joy and sorrow in exchange for a life of cold

selfishness, which insists upon perpetual
amusement and the avoidance of care, and
which often finds its fit dwelling place in

some flat designed to furnish with the least
possible expenditure of effort the maximum
of comfort and of luxury, but in which there is
literally no place for children?

The woman who is a good wife, a good
mother, is entitled to our respect as is no one
else; but she is entitled to it only because, and
so long as, she is worthy of it. Effort and self-
sacrifice are the laws of worthy life for the
man as for the woman; though neither the ef-
fort nor the self-sacrifice may be the same for
the one as for the other. I do not in the least
believe in the patient Griselda type of woman,
in the woman who submits to gross and long
continued ill treatment, any more than I be-
lieve in 2 man who tamely submits to wrong-
ful aggression. No wrongdoing is so abhor-
rent as wrongdoing by a man toward the wife
and the children who should arouse every ten-
der feeling in his nature. Selfishness toward
them, lack of tenderness toward them, lack of
consideration for them, above all, brutality in
any form toward them, should arouse the
heartiest scorn and indignation in every up-
right soul.

Into the woman's keeping is committed
the destiny of the generations to come after us.
In bringing up children, mothers must remem-
ber that while it is essential to be loving and
tender it is no less essential to be wise and
firm. TFoolishness and affection must not be
treated as interchangeable terms; and besides
training your sons and daughters in the softer
and milder virtues you must seek to give them
those stern and hardy qualities which in after
life they will surely need.



