A BHOT AT A BULL ELK.

BY THEODORE ROOSEVELT.

YEAR or two ago, while on a hunting trip in the
| /70 \ ¢l Bhashones, I was eamped nese the Buffslo Ferk of
Nl Al the Snake. My companion was an old humter, Tase-

WA 4| well Woody, and I had with me also s cook and
L2 Y| packer, and a “Kid" to wrangle the horses, We were
after elk, and had already met with good Juck.

Our camp was pitched in & point of open pine forest which
jutted mto the marshy bottom of & singularly wild and beantiful
valley. Our sddle- snd pack-animals grazed in the glades near by.
High, steep mountaing, their elopes covered with the wnending
evergresn forest, nass on either side of the valley; from their sum-
mits we looked out on & wilderness of peaks and ridges, the highest
of the gray-rock mountaing being capped with snow,

One evening Woody and 1 decided to aross the valley next day
sad make s hunt through s big besin lying to one side of the
group of peaks immedistely in front of us Before nightfall,
thnmfom.nhmughtlntwooftbemddl&animalsmdpﬁew
them near by, where the grass was thick and luscious, so that we
nﬂghthsret.hemmdywhmdnutmoming, That night & bull
elteamuttidingdownthenwuntninclosetoom-mmp,mxcﬂngnt
short, intervals his peeulisr singing challenge: one of the wildest
andmoetmw&mlsoundahobebmrdbythshnnmrvbom
over the timbered slopes of the Rockies, He did not pause, but
eroased the valley, and phunged into the mountainous forests.

By dsybreal we had eaten broskfast and wese saddling our
horses, Itwunotnecmytomkoavuyuﬂyﬂutboumin
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Muwmmmemmmmmmm
they fed and wers on the mave taroughous the dey. The air was
clenr and cold Toe fringed ihe edges of the lLittle broak whose
loud, humming murmur had lalled us o sleep thronghout the
night,uwohyhombhnkmonbodsotodmampﬁmbough&
The morass in the bottom of the valley was frogen hard, snd our
horses erosed it with esse.

Mtbemme,wamzidinginaingloﬂledmgmdk.mil
which led through the dim arckway of the pins forest an the side
of the valley opposite our eamp. We hailed its beams with joy,
for they warmed the chilly air. Occasionally & Clark's crow flew
by, its wings making & hollaw flspping sound, and gray whisky-
jacks, with multitadinous cries, futtersd boldly slongsice of us.
The hunter in thess Jonely forests is always struck by tho com-
pazative abssnoe of small bird-life. Hawks, eagles, ravens, grouse,
—thmehmbhdsﬁh&owﬂdunm;butthomﬂblrdslon
farm-dand. On the other hand, noisy chipmunks and chickarees
abound, and enliven the gloomy woods as $hey seurry to and fro
over the logs, chattering and scolding.

For two miles the trail Jed alongside the willow thickets and
wet, open meadows of the vallsy botéom. Then we turned abrupély
to the left, snd struggled up through a stesp, narrow gorge for
amﬂooatwome,unﬁlweemagadintothohigbuinwhmw
expected to find game. A rapid brook foamed down the bottom
o!tbegmge,inasmsdondutﬂzmm»dmpids;thm
Wnotuﬂ,andnomimahmwdandm{ootedthm
ourvertamnh:mt.ing-pomieaeonldhno‘ﬁckedthnirmyomthe
timber-choked wnd boulder-strewn bottom of the pass.

Inthehdnitoeltthuidingmeuy,forismdlpsrk—wnn-
try,bmudghﬂesalwmﬁngwnhmmhesdapenmda. Here
we hegan to see signs of game. In one place Wo cae on & COVEY
of blue grouse; tbeyﬂewintotbondghboﬁngm«.mdthmm
motionless on the branthes If we had been cn our way home-
wud.lshouldhsnbemtemptodwuhootoﬁthehudedm
orthme,!arthsymverygooduﬁng,mdoﬂulawelmchng.e
inthehnntaa‘abindm;bnlithm‘:ermwbmnﬂerhg
mmmmﬁakornmmgitbymﬂmﬁhinsmn!h
hmothuphmtwoaﬁudmwwm
bmyodwum.hwdoomdmnuwamod«rmgm
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preesding night; and some vaguely defined marks proved on a
close examiination to be the week-old track of & bear. A number
of fresh hoof-marks, Jooking mmeh like those left by a hexd of
young catde, and evidenily made that moming, wrought us up to
the higheat point of atiention; for they showed that o big band of
elk had passsd that way, probably heading toward their duy beds
on somo spur of the mountaing

Our stnses all on the alert, we rode silently forward, expecting
every minate to hear afs off the roaring music of some bull elk's
challenge. Suddenly Woody, whe was shead, pulled short up, and
pointing cownward to the dust of a game-irail, remarked with s
disgusted expeesgion, “Iadians”® Sure enough, thers in the dust
was the round foctpeint of an unshod horse, evidently not an
bour old. We had known that & band of Shoshones was banting to
the southesst of our camp, and had ooms to this hasin with the
haops of farestalling them. Tt was very imitating; for the Indians
hant in parties, sll going on horseback and seattering out in a
widely spread line; they sconr the whole country and shoot at
anything they see, killing the cows or does and young by prefer-
enoe; sod in consequence thay net only work much havoe among
the game, but drive all thet they do not kill ous of the country.

We soon saw the taeks of other Indian ponies; then we came
on the sharply indentad footprints of flying elk; and half an hour
lnter we haard two or three distsas reports of rifles. It was evi-
dent, that they were hunting straight acroes the basin, and that all
the game would be thoroughly alarmed and disturbed.

Om one side of the big basin, however, lay another and smaller
one—a tangle of wooded ravines which Jed into s different creck
gystem ; and we thought we might.yet have a chanos by hanting
amross these ravines.  The farests were open and broken, the hill.
side steep. After picketing our horses near u little spring, where
they could get fresh grass, Woody and I started on foct. Where
poesible, 1 like to use moeeasing in wood'snd hunting; but this is
not practicable in sach rocky snd mountsinous ground s that in
which we were. Mooccasing are very bard upon the feet of thoss
who are unaceustomed to wearing them, no matter how good ss
walkees and monntaineers they mey be. Indians have soles ss
tough as leather, and therefore they are not subjost to bruises
which eripple a whits man, The absence of heels makes going
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down-hill in moccasing very tiresome; and leaping fram rock %o
root.withtheteotmotecudbyomlyonethicknemddk-hideor
doeruhide,ismtomﬂtinthahmingofthemnkﬂledadm—
tu.m. Soonthhoemionlmwarinsswutahou.wllstuddod
with nails, Mﬂththmifammmmnbheauﬁon.
he can teavel quite sﬂenﬂyovuthemndp&no-md]uofthe
forest; but great cave is necessary to avoid nndue clatter on stones.
medlhdnotgonemmtbmhﬁsmﬂobﬁmwe
ﬁonndﬁmhelkd.gm;wemofedslowly.bo&vyumdemonthe
alert. We diaeovmdomqum‘y,hpwem,neithabydghtw
sound, but throngh the exerciss of another sense, Just as we
mmaﬁngsﬁuloueepguny,webothha}tedshoﬂ.wbispeting
4T smell him.* A band of elk have a staong,

swees amell,aomwhtﬁhthntohherdouldmatﬂs: inold
bunsdnﬁngmemtﬁngmitmnmmmkmdpungm.
I!amanhaugoodnm,mdinoloemrd.hemymelhhwd

Asaomntboodmrbnckamnmtﬁk,lmowdfonudwith
my rifle st themdy.mﬂbegmmgodongthsnvimuprhd.
Nownndtbcnpufsdtbesamtmbmuhttome,mdagninl
eould smell nothing. Inuvaﬂplme&whmweglmdmaoﬁ.
Iuwtheelk’smh;itmabnﬂ.mdevidmﬂyonthowe.

I’innﬂylumotoanoldbnm,thodudtxwmndingawtmd
gray. Immdhbalyaﬂu'wmdleunghtaglimpsaottbeelh
antlutbahindamotfnﬂmlop,uheutoodwithhudtowd
aloff, suspesting danger. In & momeat he wheeled and ran across
me, some eighty yards off. I eovered an opening between two
trunks, waited until be sppeared, wad sred well forward; and
mh.uhemnqmrtuingtomesh:oughthefmwutinm-
other shot. Bothbnnmmld,inﬂieﬁngmwulwnnds,anduhun-
dmdyardsonhefnibdintxyingwleupshmdmdhg,mdfoﬂ
halpleulybwkinmtbebigurityldtbythaupmdoduunk. In
bmommt'wembothmndingoverhhn,admhingthohud,
withihmamiva,uhapdymﬂm;thomet,withihmmafbm
hdr;thehugeyeﬂowhod;r,mdtbehownkca,mgiyyetdeh-

catalymoldad,withpolizhtd.pm‘lwbhwf’-
Thenwemadsbacktoamp.md pext dsy retarned with &

pmk-ponyhominnhamutndwphm-
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PREFACE.

V= ——r—, - =

ol EIHE Authors Club, which recently celebrated its de-
bl {;(1 cemuial, was organized in 1882 for the “promotion
§.ad ."J.s_? of social intercourse among authors” the term an-
YN thor being restricted in its constitation to Writers

of published books proper to literature snd those

AN
whohamameognindphcehotkukindsofdisﬁnc&vob-litm
work, The association was a suceess from the beginning, and now
eurolls among its membees o largs proportion of the prineipal
litersry men of the conntry, whoss colleeted works form its unigue
libeary. While it has had no inconsiderabls influence in the world
of letters, its shief mission has been gocial—to bring literary raen
to one another's scquaintance, and to provide a place where visit-
g authors may be eotertained, snd whess members and their
Iiends muy mest at regular intervals, These gatherings have
bzen especially benefiial to young anthors waiting for recogmition.

In the first months of its existence, the club met at the Aouses of
ihmzmbm,bminls&!phumSmomsmﬁttedupat No, 19
West 24¢h Strvet, where it yemained until 1862, when the exigen-
odes of business forced it to leave, and it removed to No. 158 West
224 Street, Previous to this removal, the question of obtaining
permanent, club-rooms was diseussed, and it was proposed to pab-
lish a book and set apart the proceeds as the nucleus of & fund for
securing & home. This propeeal met with genersl favor, and, in
response to the invitation to write for the book, a hundred and
ninemanbmuntinoonm“budom,whiehmhmpumtedin
the best typographical dress that the De Vinne Press can furmish,
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Thahmd-mdnpapewumnfaotumdinﬂoﬂandspednﬂym
this wark, and the binding has been ssdested after much discusson
and ¢comparison,

Eruynﬁde.hmwpyofmebook,haimdbyiuauthm
with pen und ink, In this feature it is unigue, The obtaining of
&md@n@mmﬁtahtmmmmw
with the task, Bevmlotthaeontn"bnwuwmlnkmvope,ona
was just s:6ding oat for Japan, another was suddenly crdered by
his physieisn tocmiaeinthn)lodiumnm,aoothumpm-
mdbyadesimtomtbeﬂamihnldmda,andtwo others
appmdf»tbaeonnnitteewhnrenothingtodobntmtho
Atlartic in the wrong disestion while the sheets they were 1o sign
weee peasing Shem in mid-ocesn on another steamer, Every pre-
caution was taken {0 elude the proverbial stupidity of eustom.
bouses. Special tin boxes wezs devised and fastened with buckled
luthum»thnttbeyeonldbeopmdmilyandumd;
whibtheontddeo“hopachgobmalmphbo],mintodinfm
Innguages, explaiming the nature of the eontents sod why they
wmmuhngaboutinsmhanunmounuhlemw.mdap
pedhgmmnuoﬁmnthaylovedthemseoﬂeﬂm,not
tomishy,nodl,wnnnmxﬂywnthepwociansplpem

At length, after much tribulation and msuy adventures, all
returned in safety to the anxious committee. One s2t had been
dgnodinRome,mn&herinNuplee,othuia,thminEnghnd,
thaumthhdﬁcdope,mdomin%shnﬁnoph;wmeatthe
hmdthawtm:ndmyattbeDQmePms—mm
than twenty-seven thoussnd sigmatures in all

The commitie pressnt the volume to the subecribers in full
confideno: thet it is worth all the trouble it has cost, Everything
itoonhinshasbeenwrittenpnrpomly!orit.andm&nﬂismeno
other sdition. The writing appears to have enterfained the son-
tributors; snd we trust the pudlishing will beneBt the olub, O
dinsrily we are all competitors; it is plenssnt an occasion to be all
partoers, . -

Rossrre. Joewsoy, | Rditi
Joy Dexmox Caamu, M
Geonox Caxy I!bmou,‘ Commities.

New Yook, Ssptenber 4, 1996
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