Americanization Day
By Theodore Roosevelt

something of praetical betterment for the country by making it the
oceasion of a resolute and intelligent effort to bring into contact
with one another masses of our native-born ecitizens and masses of
those who have come to us from abroad intending to become eitizens.

The proposal is to make the Fourth of July this year an Ameriean-
ization Day, when racial barriers and prejudices are swept aside, when
differences of education, language, ancestry, oceupation are forgotten,
and the American citizen who is born such celebrates the day in honor
of the naturalized citizen—primarily with a view to making him ab-
solutely and without reservation an American. The committees that
have had this matter in charge have been working through ** The Im-
migrants in America Review.”' In its poster it sets out that Uncle
Sam’s problem is to take the thirteen million immigrants in the United
States and offer them real and not nominal eitizenship, to teach them to
become Americans and nothing else but Americans, and to make them
feel at home here in the United States and able to profit in full from the
advantages our country offers—in sum, to make them feel that they are
self-respecting citizens of our nation, with their interests and their
affections deeply rooted in our soil. Te do this it is necessary to give
them national consciousness. They must feel that they are Americans
among Americans; that they are part of America and have a share in
and a duty toward American institutions,

The cities of Philadelphia, Cleveland, Baltimore and Los Angeles,
originally under the leadership of Cleveland, have organized Citizens
Receptions or New Voters Days as final steps in the naturalization of
foreign-born aliens. It has been found that peculiar significanee ean
be given these Citizenship Receptions, which are primarily designed to
give dignity to the ceremony of admission to citizenship, if they take
place on the Fourth of July. It is earnestly to be desired that they
ghall become national in scope. A eommittee under the name of ** Na-
tional Americanization Day Committee ' has already been formed with
this purpose in view. The old type of flamboyant Fourth of July
speech gradually grew to imply something really disereditable in the
way of insincerity and buneombe. This is inevitable where words are
freely used without any real purpose and ability to relate them to facts
(whether in speeches, arbitration treaties, or peace conventions, by the
way), The proposal now is to substitute, for speeches which mean
nothing, action toward a definite end, action which shall represent prac-
tical effort toward the achievement of realizable ideals,

IT is proposed to turn the Fourth of July celebration this year into

HE dreadful world-war now waging, with its threat of involving

us, and with the very unhealthy upgrowth during the past ten
months of an aggressive hyphenated Americanism (hand in hand with
an ignoble peace-at-any-price-ism) in our own country, has emphasized
the need that we of this nation shall become wholly united. There
should be no more hyphenated Americans; neither native-Americans
nor foreign-Americans. BEach American of foreign birth or origin who
sincerely desires to become & good citizen should show his good citizen-
ship by being wholly and without reserve, and without divided allegi-
ance, and with emphatic repudiation of the entire principle of ** dual
nationality,”” an American ecitizen and nothing else. If in good faith
and with a single heart he becomes sueh an American eitizen, it should
be clearly understood that it is infamous, that it is treachery to our
institutions, to make any diserimination against him because he was
born abroad or because of the ereed which he professes or fails to pro-
fess, The obligation is mutual and reciproeal.

Having this in view, we should make our Fourth of July speeches
and exercises the beginning of a construetive program. It is a good
thing to salute the flag and to give eitizenship buttons. It is a better
thing clearly to keep in mind the needs of America; and to strive effi-
ciently to meet the needs of the foreign-born American citizen, in order
the better to meet the neéds of our common country, in which his chil-
dren and our children are to dwell side by side, and ultimately to see
their blood fused and all alike adopt the same ideals.

It has been suggested that the publie schools should be used in eon-
nection with these celebrations. In them on the evening before the
Fourth the American-born, and the foreign-born who intend to become
Americans, should be encouraged to meet, so that each shall see and
know the others as fellow-citizens, District groups would thus be
gathered in the various public schools and patriotic exercises should be
held ; and the school children, who are themselves, no matter what their
parentage, in the overwhelming majority of cases native-born, can best
bring the two groups together and make them realize their community

* them ashamed to come short therein.

of fundamental interest in American eitizenship. This will give the
individual contact which is the necessary preliminary to that group
contact which is in itself a step toward deing away with the groups.

Then, on the day following, the Fourth of July itself, there can
be a general gathering where the people will meet less intimately, but
where they can all take part in expressing with fervor and in no per-
functory manner their loyalty to America,

HE addresses themselves should mark the beginning of work for
certain definite objects. Among these are:

1. The hastening of the speaking of English. Every publie school,
every business or philanthropic ageney, should be employed for this
purpose. There should be a multiplication of faeilitics for this purpose
in schools, in lessons, in pay envelopes. There should be advancement
of wages and promotion for workingmen who speak English. There
ean be no objection to, on the contrary in many cases good will come
from, preserving other languages, and above all by spreading among
all our people the best old-country traditions and eustoms—the German
¢ gemiitlichkeit,”’ for instance., But the first duty of our ecifizens is
to develop their own American traditions and eustoms; and English
is the master key to American opportunity and the primal sign of
eitizenship. In time of peace our people need this common language
for safety and social success, for the sake of proper performance of all
the duties of citizenship, and for the proper taking advantage of in-
dustrial opportunities. In time of war it is essential as a sign of
national solidarity.

2. Illiteracy should be reduced. Every immigrant under forty-
four should learn to read and write, whether in sehool or by corre-
spondence courses. Every Ameriean eitizen should read at least one
American newspaper written in the language of his fellow-countrymen.,
The man born abroad will naturally and properly read a newspaper
written in the language of his birthplace; but he should also learn to
read another newspaper, one written in the language which is the
language of his adopted eountry, which will probably be the sole
language of his sons, and eertainly the sole language of his grandsons.

3. There should be a change in the naturalization ceremony. It
should mean something. The standard should be raised, and yet the
process simplified and the sessions adopted to the necds of the working-
man. He should be put to less cost of money and less waste of time;
and on the other hand he should be required to take part in it as a
dignified procedure and to show that he has a feeling of loyalty and
understanding as a coming citizen. The woman, in my judgment,
should be required herself to become a citizen, not to become one merely
by marrying a man who is one. She should be taught what American
eitizenship means in rights, in protection to her when she works and
as & wife and a mother, and in protection to her children. American-
born women should seek out their incoming sisters, to carry to them the
best that there is in America, in the standards of living, in care of
children, in the self-respecting performing of duty by man and wife
alike in the home. Qur educational institutions should work hand-in-
hand with the eourt in all these matters.

4. People cannot teach what they do not themselves lmow. They
eannot give what they do not themselves possess. The realization by
Ameriean-born men and women of their duty to the immigrant would
inevitably force them to a realization of their own duties and make
The man or woman who shirks
duty, the wife or husband who shirks the performance of duty to chil-
dren, and above all whe shirks having children, had best keep away
from the immigrants, because he or she is merely a noxious feature in
American life. The man or woman who speaks of foreign-born citizens
with habitual contempt or hostility, using offensive nicknames about
them, is doing all that can be done to perpetuate hyphenated Ameri-
canism in its worst form. Let the decent, self-respecting, duty-per-
forming American man and American woman show their real and
hearty fellow-feeling with, and respect for, the immigrant by trying to
help that immigrant to a loftier patriotism and to the practieal ap-
plieation of such patrietism in the every-day life of the home and the
neighborhood, the state and the nation. Let the United States mean
to the immigrant something more than digging ditches, running ma-
chines or kecping boarders. Let the Fourth of July be aceepted as a
day when a real beginning is made to secure equality before the law
and equality in industrial opportunity for native-born and foreign-
born alike. Let us abolish the padrone, abolish the last vestige of
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peonage, and everything that tends
toward the slavery of workingmen
and discrimination against immi-
granta. Do not let the immigrant
come here who ought not to come;
but if he is allowed to come, treat
him exaetly as anyone else is treated.
Let us make the Fourth of July am
invitation to all residents in America,
foreign-born and native-born alike, to
become real citizens of the country
and to realize that we are not many
peoples but one mation. Then let us
make it by law a national holiday;
for there can be no better national
holiday than one consecrated to mak-
ing all dwellers within our bounda-
ries desire to become citizens, and to
emphasizing the things that unite
them with, and not those that divide
them from; their fellows. In short,
the proposal is that on this Fourth of
July we shall inaugurate the practise
of establishing, on what has become
by custom our great national holiday,
an American contact with every im-
migrant in America, a contact which
shall bring personal relationship, in-
gtitutional opportunity, industrial fel-
lowship; a contact which, having been
begun, shall then be persevered in.

Surely this is a project which
should commend itself heartily to all
our people who seriously appreciate
the problems before us as a nation.
The events of the last few months
have brought wvividly home to all of
us the extreme danger to this country
of permitting the upgrowth here of
any system of group citizenship, The
hyphenated American ias a danger. to
the country. This is true whether he
call himself English-American or
French-American, German-American
or Irish-American; and {f ia well fo
remember that it in also true if in a
norrow apirit of intolerant exelusive-
ness he call kimself native-American.
Americanization i3 a matter of apirit
and soul, not a matter of a man's
physical birthplace or hia national
origin or his creed.

When I was Police Commissioner
of New York, I was thrown into inti-
mate contact with many pood Ameri-
cana, with many good citizens of the
great city, On the whole it seemed
to me that of the men with whom I
waa thus thrown inte contact, the two

best and most useful Americans were
Jacob Riis, who was born in Denmark
and who throughout hia life was one
of the most potent influences in this
country for the highest kind of Amer-
ican nationalism and good citizenship,
and Arthur von Briesen, who was
born in Germany, who had fought in
our Civil War, and whoe in founding
the Legal Aid Society had met in effi-
cient manner one of the most crying
needs of the day, the need of making
the law the true handmaid of Justice;
the need of making the law an mid
instead of merely a menace to those
who stand most in need of the law's
assistance. No men whose ancestors
came over on the Mavflower could
have posaibly rendered better service
to the cause of genuine Americanism
than these two men were then render-
ing. Under me at the time thers
wers working in the department men
whose forefathers for generationa
had been born in the United States
and men whose forefathers had come
over from Ireland. Some of these
were good men and some of these
were bad men; the former I am
happy to zay ouwtnumbering the lat-
ter. But any line of division drawn
between the good and the bad, the effi-
cient and the inefficient, would have
run at right angles to the line of
cleavage between those whose fathers
were of foreign and those whose fa-
thers were of native-American stock.
In the same way there were under me
men who were Protestants, men who
were Catholics, men who were Jews;
and an exactly parallel statement
would have to be made by any man
who conscientiously strove to sort out
from ameng them thoze who were and
those who were not good public serv-
anta.

This country iz a crueible, a mealt.
ing-pot, in which many different race
straina are being fused into one. The
true test of the worth of such a melt-
ing-pot is the completeness of the fu-
sion. If some of the material remains
as an unfused lump, it is worthless
in itself, and it is also a detriment
to the rest of the mixture, In other
words, nothing but damage comes
both to themselves, and to all of us
ag & whole, from any group of immi-
grants remaining distinct as a group;



and nethimg but damages comses from
ihe mothn of any group of Ewtive
Americine whe seek to discriminate
against good ABericana who wers
borm sbhirond or whe profess o differ
winl cruood, simply becauss they Lhas
Fave a different birthplace or thas
worshigpy their Crestor im & differen:
LTy P

Dis ool wearda, M ia an owbrags Tar
any citizns of this coantry o oot =
l!'rl_'|'|||||r|-..'l.n'i-:-rlﬂn.ul:,,. Emnglish= Ameri:
ecmmn= or Irlah-Americana, or in asy
oy Lr use Lheir cilizenship, sxcoegpl-
ing sl me o plain American citizen
B FOne and mo less, whose prime eom-.
corn is the honer and the interest of
Amaricn mmd whoses desite iz to e=e
e Dnited States behowe with equsl
Justice toward =11 the othser nmilbssas
and pecples of mankind ; and it is o
lses: ne guirage to discriminate for or
pEainst & mMan bacawss of the natiomssl
ergrm of himsalf or hks forebesrs, of
bscnpee The im or is mot & Cathalic or
i Prodostant, & Jew or & Gentils.

FIUEM goosd cibizena of foreign

birth are pazzled by the term
“hyphemated Americamiam,* bedng wn:
wimey Desdl i b applied Lo themsm as 2
lErm of offenss berause they are mol
nmtive: horm. It shonld be clesrly omn-
dorstosd that it in just as ofemsive,
Just ns an-Americam, to aseribe By
phennted Americanismn ™ o &
Amercam wiho was born sabrosd as Gt ie
for am bdmerican born sbrond hodmesel!
Lo s L tieren iR Foch manser an ke
thigw thet his imterests are nok at one
with thoss of all other Ameriean eit-
jmems. IR is cfTenalve and misshisvous
for any mative-borm American to speak
ol n firft-clnss American citizon wha
happens to hevwe bsan born im ITrelsnd
e nrmany &8 & “Cerman-American”
o am * Irish-Amesrican.'” [f the naw-
cnnkry i & o] Americam he = en-
lited s be spoken of as such amdd ms
ot b elee, and ke ia entitbed te ax-
metly the pame respect aa i de
sremdec] from any Mayflower Fiklgrim
ar Huwison Hiver patroom or Winginis
eottlor am the bhamks of the Jamea
Mptive Americaniam is ite=lf merely

o epeeocns of hyphenated Americeanism. ||

Imebsternse wpomn b moesiy wriem e us
when wedenounce, as we are in honor
hoomd to dencance, every species o
forcigs-Americaniam. The wery faci
thal wie mosl deslise e sllaw the
prncipls of doal nationality in ous
Hfe. thnt we must inxst that the Ger-
maar- Arnerbean oF Irdsh-Ameriean
Falee = Arericg if he Lrisa Lo shaps
Amcerican policy im the interest of or
spEaimet tha isnterest of amy forcigr
eonntry, becasse of his ewa  blood
compection with that foreign counbry,
mEust o us mo less inskstent thal
1 hie in posd faith doas his Juty =8 ar
imericsn cikizen he shal]l be pul aF
am awmack eguality with every mative
bricar S TEETbE R
Aany aone of ws who has over oome
mand]l American troops im battls
e commmmeded men who were Boern
abroaed, men of native birth whoas
| parenits were born abroad, omd men
[ af old resclutionary atock; amd aoch
| somme hoa e troe Ameri
| caun i b fmiled fo itrest sl] these men
| allke an & common Basis, and Lo judgs
them =clely by the test of their ps
trotien and soldierly eficiency. H»
mart inaisgt el sll alike occupy e
actly the same position of anfeltering
indd slnggle-minded  loyalty &o  the
ASmvercan Mag, and af eompleis sey-
of recognitiom of or leynalty B
power whatsoever; mnd in
b# mast net only in act buot in
pat all whe sa behave om o
nf absolufs eguality of treat
mrearding to conmduoct, foreign-
and mative-born, Cetbolie, Prod-
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estant and Jow, atasding om an exaet
bewel, What ks thus troe of military
life in no lees troe of civil life,

HE men who stand for Inalstance

apen eamplele Americanizstion of
the foreign-born citizen in our country
must remember that doty and right
shopld always po kard in hand; that
there must ever be muteslity of ob-
ligation. Owur stttode {n nesessary
and proper when s insisl upon com-
plete Americanization ns o matter of
duty on the part of the immigrast;
mraicra oo POl st e

IETa * ] -]
duty o fall and frank sssarsnes that
im return he shall e admitted to an
akaolats eqanlity of right with the
nativesborn. It fs & wicked and ab-
horremt thing fer any American of
German parentage or German birth
to fail to dencunee the action of Gear-
many in the casa of the Gulfigkd and
the Laikfonia precisely as he woald
denoanee it if the ofense were com-
mitted by an English or a French in-
#tand of & German submarine. Ii is
& wicked mnd abhorremt thing for
sl & cltizen net to uRderstand that
hism whale and undivided loyalty is
due to the United States, and only to
the United Siates. Bat it {a no leas
wickml apd abborrent 16 discriminate
sgaingt the good citizen who in witk-
ot reserve ned completely an Amseri-
can becages he & of German birth er
descént=—and, incidentally, the pres-
ent writer {a partly of German de-
seant,  Moreswer, soch miscondust
tenvds to delent its own nomimal purs
posa, for it temds to perpetusts tha
avil prinsipls of growp divieion by
nationalitise, of dasl mationsli=sm, of
poly-metionslism, in Americsn life,

Thia la just s trus when the ani-
mrodily I8 direcied against the pro=
feasors of m given crecd as whens it la
directed againat cliizens of & given na-
tienal erigin.  The wery fact that we
believe as one of the cardimal prinei-
ples of Apmarican public policy in ithe
nen=sectarian public school, supported
by the momey of the state, for all wha
dasire educaibon at the expensa of the
elats, should meke ue insist that
Catholic nmnd Protestant, Jew and
CGemtile, ara n every reapsct treatsd
asliks ms regards thess schools. ']'bu
Catholic must be givem sxset]
sami Fighta as tha Protwstast in the o
management of the sthools, l.1:|.|:| in
teaching im them. The Protestant
who tries to kesp & School Hoard ax-
clusively Frotesiant is &n ememy
thie iz schools; and so he is i he
tries to do the aame thing with the
teaching foroe.

O course this applies in every form
of public |k, 'ﬁw chtizen, w F
Catholic or Protestant, Jew or Gen=
tile, who votes for n public man be-
canss he fa of ihe mama religloss
creed I8 & poor citizen, am @nworthy
eitieem ; mnd he ls just na poor m ecite
imem, just na usworthy of the nama

of American, if he voles against a
man berauss he im s Catholie, =
Froteatant or o Jew., Whenever is
any stibte & party aed & cread tend to
kscome identified the resalt fs, snd
can omly be, mischievous, Let gposd
citizens remembar that this mischief
is bilateral. Juast as much domoge to
Americanism is being deoms by tha
FProtestamt who wetes aguinak & man
becamse ke in & Caiholic a8 by the
Catholie who tries to put & man in
office becsuse he in & Catholic, Fack,
whatever hla private relstions, ia
Tfrom the pablic standpoint & had
gitizen. Each; moreover, I deing
harm to the cnsss ha represents, Tha
Jew who without regard to perty or
principle voten for every Jew on any
ticket who la eppesed by a Christian,
ks strengihening the hands of tho
eqisslly undesirable Christlan, whe
withoat regard to perty er principle
vodes agnindk avary Jew on any ticket.
The Frotestanis who form sssosis-
tions to oppose the election te offcs
of good cliizens merely becauss they
ary Cathelics, or to oppome men whe
do justice to Cathollzs, are in
reality the allies of the very persons
vilsd ‘wigh %o keep the Catholics as &
reparate body, sleof in interest from
itheir fellow eliisans, and ot of touch
with the most distinetly American
currents of oar polities] life. What is
true of such Protestants b8 equally
trus of Calkolica who sck in simdlar
fathion. Injustiee done by the man

of one rellglvos falth in the neme o
that religious faith, to thoss of mn-
ather faith, temde to weld all whe sra
thos diseriminated aguinst, good and
bad alika, inte gme eolid and hostile

treated om his worth a8 & man, with-
oul megard to creed, it will ropddly
Erow impomible to hold the man thes
well trented in & sendithon of politizal
salidarity with thoss of hiz owm ereed
from whom bhe difern for
rensana oF of whom b disapproves on
morsl gprosnds.  The opposite course
merely forces good and bad alike to
moke common cROsE LERINTL AR Enemy
who himanlf makes ne discrimination
Eetwesn good and evil. The reaclt of
such metion s whelly mbsehievous,
Injartics &nd wnfair action invite un-
juﬂ. l.m:l anfeir sction in return. The
rL.|:|v|:||.'|I:L-_l.'l—|:|-|' athes—ias-
s latiom, anly ssastinlion that
can permonently do good in American
life, is the msaozistion of men, with-

of out regard to cresd, whose political

principles and whose standards of
decency and good citizsenship impel
them to act together for & common
purpsas; and in every such associns
tion, polities], military, zivie, indus-
trisl or social, whers resl gesd in done
to our demmen country, i will be
found as & moktier of fect that men
of all ereeds and of all vypes of na-
tiennl erigin are working togetber for
s common snd worthy end.



