New- York while hé wasd'small bov

.-About 1644 his ancestor’-KJaes(Martensen*

CH] ‘fPTER_S OF A POSSIBLE-i

] ,and a half prevmusly, and to- ﬁnd. that the
A When he was young he. stxll spoke ;-
ui ch :and Dutch was. last used in the.' oy

descendants pf the two streams of _emlgrants-

] “Llfe of -
: mdlcate that

“thi ': “his library: was'less interesting “than " that of

) kPﬂgnms who remamed n Holland when the

J the Dutch adventurers

'Copyrisght 1913 ‘by the Outlook Compan

R ohee 'l' is series of articles is fnllé pmtected b

right in”the. United Slatm

mcludmg the r,ﬁll-nt of trans| atlon into: forei
atter is not to be repub! nshe

'mwhole ‘or in part without: speua.l
publishers. - ..

‘Special
“COPy-

LTI A

My father’s mother was:
h‘ and Scotch descent ;-

ran mto a party of pxgs, which’ then wan

ngland. A nghts s

pert lSSlOO

‘my. wife’s gr.,at-grandfather at the same time,

- which’ certainly included Such: volumes as the
re ] .}onvmal 6 Edmburgh Revxew,”.,f
. land stock s except that there was one'named - .
‘Waldron, a, wheelwncht who was one'of the’

'grandfather Roosevelt my’ most vivid'childish
reminiscence is. not; somethmv I saw, but.a

tale that. was- told me concerning - h1m In

s boyhood Sunday was as dismal 2 day for,,
/small Calvinistic childrén of Dutch’ deéscent as
if 'they had ‘béen of Paritan: or’ Scotch Cove:

tmg or. French Hugueno d
.one’: proud of hls.“;Holland "Hu-
,andz Covenantmg -ancestors, - and

;Lproud that: the blood. of that- -stark - Puntan
ich -divine Jonathan'. Edwards flows® in-the: veins
- -of > his_children. :
n. - after ]lstemng to “an: unusually long’ Dutch

: ;Reformed sermon for the secon, nme that

One summer . aftemoon,

‘free. in” New “York’s streets “He. promptly

: -mounted: a blg ‘boar; which” no. less promptly
“bolted and.carried him at full speed- through
. the midst- of the outraged congregationis.; -«

.; By the way; one of the Roosevelt documents
whxch came down to meillustrates the change
‘that_has come ‘over  certain aspects’ of ‘public
Iife ;since: the : time . which> pessimists- term



e the earlier ‘and bétter days" of the Repub-
.lic.? - Old:Isaac. Roosevelt was a: member; of
an Audmng Comxmtteer Which' shortly-after‘

Gov- |
Counul tg their Exoellenuefsythe an—
France a.nd Genen.l ‘Washington & Co. : - ].

- Wea Committee of Councxl having examin
" the ‘aboye  account do certify it famounting-
- . ‘one: hundred: and ﬁl’tz-snxcPounas ten
- lings) to be ]ust.‘ ; 3

.. December Uth.l

: 'v .Retgived Ci nts in:full:
: New Yotk b, Dvéexgﬂg 1283"'.. .
R e LG .» P

* Think: of the Goyernonof New York_n W
Asubrmttmg Stich a, bilk for- such-an’ entegtam’g
-ment: of “the - French - ‘Ambassador- ahdzithe -

Presuient ‘of vthe: prted Statesl -Falstaff’s -
views.of. the,proper proportion :betweénsack :
-and:bread-are boineout’ by: the; proporhon
.- between . the number,of. ‘bowls of: punclrand
bottles ‘of port,°madeira; and beer’ consumed
‘and ” the-“coffee: for_-eight - gentlemenf =
“apparently:the: ‘only ‘ones’ whozlastéd: through
--t0 that stage of ‘the -dinhe 'fstpecxa.Ilyad-
“‘mirablé&.is<the:nonchalant’ mapher in “iwhich,:
-obviously.as-a‘result of- the drinking’ of 'said -
 bottles iof . wine’and= bowls of -punch;’ it s
recorded: that~e1=,ht cut-glass : decanters and
- sixty wme—glasses were broken:-: . .

" “Daring’ the- Reévolution: some’ of ‘my fore-
. fathers, ‘North and; South;: served respecta—
bly, but:withéut distinction;-in :the-army,-and..
othérsrendetéd. :similartseryice-in_the Conn-/
- nental Congress: or .in.Varitus lormlxlegmla-
tures..’ ’.By-that timé-~those who -dweltiinthe
. North : were for. -the :most - part. ‘merchants, -
and those who dwelt in'the- South planters

- My - mother’s -people were predommantly
of Scotch; but-also of Huguenot.and. English,
descent. ~ She‘:was:'a- Georgian;ler: people
havmg oome to Georgza from South Carolma

before the Revolution, - Theongmal Bulloch
was a’ lad from thex Hebndes, rwh’ czune

t
Scotchmemhqve gorre “tothe: fourj duarters
o£t lglobe_ug the’ mteryemng- two. hun:lred
Tea

Roswell his perménent home. ‘He:used to,

travel - thither - thll "his : farmly ‘anid: their be-

longings in. his_own’ carriage, - followed bya
R

baggage Wagon. - I niever saw:
I was ! Prestdent but -y moth

oswell untll

hef sister; ‘my-aunt, 1

all :kinds-"of:: stories ab’
of the mosefascmatmg {
darky called" Bear» B
days 6f--settlement‘:
s‘&alped : by -a »'bl'aek' - be

w'itli yea"ré‘ of’lifé-before'lie
personages’ of " the : drama’
repeated to us were Daddy

overseer, and hls w1fe, M )

they made upon s was; enough money annu—
ally to’ get a new cntter,’i thatus, ‘a’ mule.
With"a certain - lack -of ingenui e i
was’ reported each Chnstmas

emil ﬁctron whxch nelther decelved nor- was'
mtended to: deoewe, but whlch furmshedl :

My grandfather’s house Was on'the line of -
Sherman s. march to the sea; and | pretty; much
everythmg in‘it that' was: pombl
by the boys:in: blue, mcludmg 1 :
books in’ the library. *‘When I was’ Presideént
the facts about my anoestry were pubbshed
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THEODORE ROOSEVELT, WAS THE BEST MAN I EVER K

:“ MY ‘FATHER,
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and a former, soldxer in’ Sherman&army sent ..3

ing that “malachite. was “a‘Vall
This ﬁxed in:my.mind" that it was, valuable

- was not: unnl L was well in " middle: agé that *
- it occurred to me that I was mistaken..

The summers:we " spent- in' the country,
now at one’. place;, now at. another. - We
.children of course loved the country beyond
anjthing. We disliked the cxty \Ve were

“enceon” dlsuplme

) y
+ punished -me: butonce; but he was' the only *

© man: of “whom T.was ever really afraid: 1"

.do not mean ‘that it was a'wrong fear, for he":
was' entirely just, and we: children adored
‘him. We- used to’ waxt in the hbrary 1n the



MY MOTHER, MARTHA BULLOCH, WAS A SWEET, GRACIOUS, BEAUTIFUL
OUTHERN WOMAN, A DELIGHTFUL COMPANION AND BELOVED BY EV‘ER\’BODY o

o eve ing: unhl we. could hear"his key rattling: into my room while I was dressmg, and the'
- atch f the: front hall ‘and then Tush gradually accumulating trinkets inthe ¢ ditty-
- out.to gréet him _and vge would troop into- box "—the gift of an ‘enlisted man iin- tthe
! essmg, to stay there ; navy—always “excited - ‘rapturous ; joy. On
= occasions of solemn festivity each child: would
’,recewe a trmket for hxs or. her:, “ very own.”

ber - enjoying myself When 1 “came- back
« from riding; the child who brought: the boot-
“jack-would ‘itself: promptly get’ mto the: boots
: and ‘clump:up_and"down . the :room, 1
~delightful feeling of kmshxp thh ]ack of thel'
p sevendeague strides.

My own children; when small; used to’ troop - The punishing incident I have referred to




happened: wh‘en I was four yearsb{ 6ld.,:.-I,bit~ - He worked hard at his business, for he dxed' .

-down to th V'y
had comrmtt
went mto ‘the

who more whole-heartedly performed every b

duty; and no'one .whom I: have_ever met © his’ four-ln-hand dnvmg as done;in’ the sum- -

approached his;combination of _en]oyment of . mer afternoons when he would come-out on
" life and performance of duty. . . " the train-from his businéss in New York. My

“] NEVER SAW ROSWELL UNTIL I WAS PRESIDENT ™



. mother and oneor- perhaps two of-us chlldren V

B ‘might- meet "him"at the station. 'I"can:see

imes. baggmg llke a balloon.

* them, and. thé next' moment we could dxm]y
make .out that they.had jumped.- It  then

ppeared that the'street’ ‘was"closed and that.

a'board had. been placed’ across'it;: restmg on
- two’ “barrels; -but-without " a - lantem “Over

‘the board takenoff *the barrels and resumed.

"i-our way. _~'When in-the cnty on Thanksgwmw
< or‘Christmas, my ‘father was very apt to drive

‘-,my»mother and a couple of fnends Up to” the
Tacin

Lodfnng—Heuse,

fis, At a- very early

: fnend 'of Charles’ Lonnor Brace, and \as par-

S tlcularly ‘intérested mthe Newsboys Lodgmg-
. d “the’ :

farms m{~the'We§t When I was”Pre&dent,‘
ot of A]aska undér-me; Governor

one: ‘of these ex~newsboys \vho had

- ,vhe:'walked : a.long with us chxldren he’ always
‘reminded:“her vof Gteatheartin:. Bunyan

‘Under* the 'spur". “'of: his| ‘example T taight a-

fission"class myself for three years- ‘before
going to collége and for all four years. that I

him now [getting out of the car in his lines-"
uster, ;jumping ‘into the wagon,and instantly
dnvmg off ata rattling pace; the duster some--
The four-n-

this ‘board the léaders had jumped, and there '
was considerable- excitementbefore “we ‘got:

Wi re taken thh hxm andw

“HER MOTHER, MY GRANDMOTHER, ONE OF THE"
"DEAREST OF OLD LADIES, LIVED wiTH Us”

was in college I do not thmk I rade much
‘of ‘a success of it. But the other day on’
getting out'of a‘taxi in New York the chauf-
feur spoke=to- me’ ‘and _told: mie that hewas :

; © onéxof ° my old. Sun'.aﬁy -school=: . pupils?
me - to “go-to the dmner at .
and not .

réemémbereéd him iellyand: wasmitch plea'sed'
:tofiid* that he was-an ardefit Bull Mooser:/
b My'mother, Martha Bulloch, was a’sweét;
gracious; beautiful Southern'woiman,'a délight-
ful*:companion'-and - beloved? by everybody:
She-was" entirely % unreconstructed ” to the -
day of heér death. Her. mother; niy:grand-.
mother, oné.of the dearest of old ladies; lived
with:us; and -was: ~distinctly over-mdulgent 0
us children; beirig quite.unable: tg: harden:her
heart--towards ,us - eveit when: theé “occasion
demanded:it: Towards theclose -of: the Civil -
War, although a very. small: boy, I grew:'to
have'a partxal ‘but-alert’ understandmg of the-
fact -that.the’ family were: niot’ one i Ctheir
-views. about " that ~conflict}:my father béing.a
ssteong meoln ‘Republican’; ; and-ofice; when I
felt that Lhad been ‘wrohged by matérnal dis-
: cxplme durmg the: day,.I attempted: a.-partial
vengeance. by praying .with’ -loud +féervor for
the-successof “thie Unién arms;. when we:all
Vcame to"say. our prayers before mymother in -
the :événing.. . She::was™ not " only 2. :most
‘devoted mother, ‘but was:also blessed.wzth a
strong  sense " of humor, an'd sher was too
‘much ‘amused - to.  punish” me7 ‘but:'I* as
wamed not to repeat-the offense, under pen-




niser; of senouspumshment. -Morn--
fe dther.:

,Ahna, mym mother-s 51ster'

d to us cl’nldren'; ;

) deer, .and: wlldcat';' of .th
" long:tailed-driving, horses, Boorie' -“and Crock:
"ett and of the Tiding - horses, ‘one -of - whith

. of. hunung ifox,

~ was niamed Buena Vista in~a. fit: of . pamotlc;“
exaltation- durmn' ‘the ‘Meéxican War ; and of © 'with

thé: queer’ “goings-on’ in the. Negro: quarters“. “T'went ve

. "Sheé knew  all: the-¢ Brler: Rabblt” stories; -
! an@I was brought-up-on them “ One/of:my -

uncles;- Robert Roosevelt was much “struck -

- with ‘them, ‘and’ took’ them down from: her

dictation, pubhshmg ‘them ’in “Harper s,
where they fell flat. - This was a good many .
" . years before @ genius arose whoin Uncle

.. Remus made the stories immortal,

My .mother’s” two brothers, James' Dun—j.

" woodie-Bulloch ‘and Irving Bulloch, came to
 visitusshortly afterthe close of the war.
came undef assumed: names,: ‘as they .were-

. among’ the Confederates who ‘were at that™
S time exempted -from:the: amnesty.-

: ]unmy ». Bulloch was ' a’dear old- retrred sea’

. .- captain, utterly unable to’ “.get on” in the -
*...worldly sense of . that phrase, as’ valiant “and

simple-and’ upnght a soul‘as”ever lived;:a"
" yeritable “Colonel . :Newcorie. . He Wi “an”

Admiral in the’ ‘Confederate. navy,: and -was:
the- buildér.-of - the famous Confederate ‘war. ;

":;-'.vessel Alabaima. - My ‘uncle  Irving~] “Bulloch™

was a mldshlpman on’the Alabama, and fired- -
v the last g gun- dlscharged from™ her’ batteries -in_
the fight with the Kearsarge.~ “Both of these:

“-uricles lived ‘in Liverpool’ ‘after the war.;
o My uncle Jimmy Bulloch was forgwmg and
: ]ust in’ reference to the Umon forces, and

-alty. ohny'father'e -being: informed—< being- ..

fay. mother. used ‘to entertain us by. the‘hour &
with mles of life on. ‘the Georgia- plantanons He

“‘Both.

1 Uncle. -

ouid : disciiss” all  pases >of; th
with: entire falrness and; generosr '

pubhc and pnvate life:
AL was a sxckly, dehcate_boy suffered. muc
) take

small person, and ot' sxtﬁng up bed gasping
‘to help'me

the: pubhc schools; ;asmy own
both at the g Cove school?

"my. aunt taught me. when I Sests
one time 'we had a “French gOVEIness; aloved'.
-and valued “mam selle *.in the househol'

]ourne ,to “Europe —~:‘.~My, ,bi'rthday—;ii( S
in .Cologne,“and . in “order-: to. give: m
thoroughly “.party feelmtr I remember
my_ mother :put on’ full dress for- my birthday.
dmner. ‘T do “not " think T, gained anyt}ung.
*from this partlcular trip - .abroad;
" hated:it, as did my younger bro
Prachmlly all- the : enjoyrmetstiw,
+ exploring any ruins or ‘mountaing
 could get away from our eldeA (
ving in the, different hotels.- O on desxre
“was.to‘get back-to Amenca, and we- regarded
Europe with the: most"vnoran chau
~“and - contempt:-: Four :years” later; however
- 1 made another journey to Europ ‘andwasold
enough to‘enjoy it thoroughly an ofit byit.
Whlle st111 a srnall boy b to tak
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“T‘VO GEORGIA GIRLS ”—MARTHA BULLOCH A\D ANNA BULLOCH

_-interest in natural lnstory I remember drs
Jtinctly -the- first day. that-I started. on my
career as zodlogist...I was walking up, Broad-
;way, -and as I passed the marlret to.which I
used sometimes to be -sent - before breakfast
" to.. get-strawberries I.- suddenly saw.a- dead
seal-laid out on: a:slab. of wood. ' That | seal
filled - me-. with : -every. possible.; feeling: of
romance and, ‘adventure:..:I -asked..where it
was’ killed, and :was, informed.in_the. harbor.
I -had already begun to read - some; of- ‘Mayne
Reid’s ‘books and. other bovs’ books of adven-
- ture,:and I-felt; that this seal brought all. these
~adventures .ini. realistic-fashion before, me.. As
long as; that seal-irerained there; I: haunted
the}nelghborhood of : the. market: . day. after
day: " I::measured: it,;and ‘T ‘recall that, not
-havmg a_tape;measure; T had. to: do my. best
to get its girth with a:folding pocket foot-rule,

a- difficult: undertaking:. - I. . carefully made: a .

- record:. ‘of the'utterly. useless measurements,

and:at once began to; write a natural lnstory ¥
of my own,. on: the; strength of that seal:

\ holly unpremedltated and unscien-
--T:had . vague aspirations of :in some.
way or another owning :and- preserving _that
.seal; but’they never: got :beyond. the: purely
.;formless_staue. L:think, however, -I.did get
skull;-and ;with : two: of . my cousins

- promptl started avhat jwe; ambttwusly mlled B

" the#® Roosevelt Museum of ‘Natural Hrstory
~The; collectrons were. at first kept n my room,

~was not allowed to read dime-novels..
tained some surreptmously and-did read them
.but T do._not think that. the en]oyment com-

. untila rebellron on the part of the chamber- .
. maid received the -approval of  the higher

authontres of.the household and_the collec- )

. tion: was moved up to a l\md .of bookcase m
-the: back  hall, upstarrs
-small boy’s collection of curios,. qulte incon-
“gruous, and' entu'ely valueless except from the =
: standpomt of the' boy . himself. .

It was the ordmary

My father
and_mother, encouraged me warmly in' this,

.'as they. always' did in anytlung that. would

give me wholesome pleasure or, help to de-
velop me. .
‘The adventure of the seal and the novels

-of Mayne, Rerd together strengthened my

instinctive mterest in-natural history. - I was
too . young - to understand much ‘of Mayne .
Reid, excepting the adventure, part and_ the
natural history: part—these. enthralled me."

- But. of: course my - reading was not. wholly

confined to natural history. There was very .

. ,lrttle efiort -made to compel me to read books,

my father and mother having the good sense

-:mot to try to get me to read anythm«r T did
‘not lrke, unless it was in the way of study I

was -given the chance_to read books that

- they. thought I.ought to read, “but if- 1. did-
‘not like them I was then given some other
good book that I did like..

There. were cer-
For | msmnce, I
.I-ob-

tain books that were faboo

pensated for the feeling. of guilt. I was also

~forbidden to read the only -one of . Ourda s



“ MY “UNCLE JIMMY ’ BULLOCH WAS
‘A DEAR OLD SEA-CAPTAIN—A
" VERITABLE COLONEL NEWCOME"

: books which I wished to read—* Under Two

‘Flags.” - I did ‘read it nevertheless, with
*greedy and fierce hope:of ‘Coming on_some-
. thing uiihealthy 3

‘me whatéver. Isimply enjoyedin“a’ rather
confused' way the general adventures.
‘I'think there ought'to be children’s books

I: think that_the child will :like gfown-up’

books - also, and I do not believe ‘a‘ child’s

" book " is! Teally “good unless' grown-ups - get

'somethmg out of it." For instancé, there is
a'book I-did not have when I.was a. child
becase it was riot writtén. ~It is Laura-E.
Richards’s” * Nursery Rhymes.” * My own
" children loved them dearly, and their ‘mother
and T loved ‘them-almost equally ;. thé delight-

© fully’ light: -hearted * Man from- New ‘Mexico

' who Lost his Grandmother out in'the Snow,”

 the ‘adventures of “ The Owl,- the Eel; and
the” Warming- -Pan;”" and' the- extxaordmary

. cenealogy of the kangaroo -whose' “ father

-was' a whale with' a“feather in his tail who
lived" in " thé Greenland ' sea,” while.* his
mother ‘was a shark who* kept very dark in
the Gulf of Caribee.” .

- As a small boy T had' Our Young Folks,”
‘which I then ﬁrmly believed ‘to' be the: very

 best magazine'in the world—a belief, I: may.
add, which I have kept to this dayunchanged L
for'l senously doubt if any magamne for: old

_youth.: 1 have tn

=T greatl .
1\’\’1110\»1” arig a‘fAS m

B but as a matter: of fact all
- the parts, .that might'have seemed unhealthy :
“to’ an -older. person ‘made no xmpresswn on

* lection® of “animals met: by that worthy
- that” most appealed to me as:a’

. 'The Saga: of'-King ‘Olaf,’-

Young Folks » Wth

ed the ggrls

' ,not prevent my’ revehng m such tales of ad-
venture as Ballantynes stones or. Marryat’

« Mldshlpman Easy.” L. suppose ‘evérybody -
has kinks:in him; and"even as:a child:there
were books-which I'ought to: have: hked “and .
did ‘nat. For ‘instance;’ “T’néver cared:atiall -

~ for ‘the first’ part’ of : «.Robinson :-Crusoe

(and although ‘it is* unquestlonably ‘the™ best '

-part,’I-do not care for'it now) ; ~whereas' the

second “pait,” containing ‘the “adventures:of

: Robinson’ Crusoe, with'the wolves in:the: Pyr-
* enees, and out'inthe Tar ‘East, simply: fasci-
- nated. me.’

-“\What I did like inthe:first: ‘part”
were” the - adventures. before': Crusoe “finally
reached his island, the fight thh ~they Sallee

" Rover, and:the allusion to'the strange’ €as

at night taking their - improbable . ‘bath
ocean; - Thanks to’ being adlready an embiyo
zoologlst ‘T distiked the Swiss' Family:Rob-
inson * bécause of the wholly n'npossxbl

as-they ambled inland from the wreck: en -
in poetry: it-was"the ‘relatici of a

= This" introdiced me ‘,Swndmavxan
hterature :and I! have néver-lost:m; mterest

. m ‘and. aﬁecuon forit. 7

- Amhong . my “first books ‘was'a volum ':of a

v-hopelessly ‘inscientific kind. by *Mayn Reid, -
-about mdmmals; ﬂlustrated ‘withpicturesno-
“'more artistic’ than+but: quxte ‘asi'thrillingas -
--thoséin ‘thie typical school geography When -

rny father found how deeply mter ted I‘was




in- this riot very accurate  volume, he gave me
-a+little book -by. J.. G.~Wood,. the English

- writer..of . popular - books- on natural’ history,
and'then a larger one of his called  Homes
Without Hands.” -
=_lshed possessmns They were studied eagerly ;
‘and- they: finally. descended: to. my: children.-
) ,:The « Homes Without, Hands,” b'y the ‘way,’
grew :to haye an. added-association:in’connec-.
tion with a_ pedagogical ‘failure::vn- my. part.’
-In accordance with: what I believed was some-
ind of :modern. theory makmg education’
-interesting-and:not: lettmg it:become a task I
.endeavored to: teach my eldest small boy one
or two of his letters from the title-page.” As
the letter .« H 2. appearéd. in . the . utle an.
unusual number of times, I selected that to be-
- ‘gin‘én; my effort being.to keep. the small boy
/interested, not to let h1m realize ‘that-he was
“learning a: lesson, and to convince him that he
-was merely having a good time. - Whether it.
- was thie theory. or‘my method . of ‘applying
that - was defective I do not know, but'I-
tamly absolutely eradicated from his bram any’
ability:to-learn. what ' H ”” ‘was ; "and 16
after he.had. learned-all ‘the. other: letters of:

et - 1 i‘the old fashloned way, be
" H !I

under any cu-cumstances. . :

“ Quite unknown: to’, myself; I was, whxle a
boy, ‘under a hopeless: disadvantage:in study-
ing nature. :; I was_very, near~snghted §0 that'
ings:‘I: could study were- those I
ran agamst’or stumbled:.over. 'When I was’
about:thirteen:I_was:allowed to_take lessons’
in taxidermy from-a: Mr. Bell, a tall, clean-
-shaven, white-haired old gentleman s stralght
as an. Indxan wlio:had been a companion of :

i 0 -He-had :a ‘musty little ‘shop,
order of Mr. Venus s shop

pose-it:would: be called by,modem educators,
spiirred: and- dn'ected my mterest in collectmv

"~th1ngs to shoot_at which I
alk: .- One day they: read
aloud: au advertlsement in huge letters on. a
-distant: bﬂlboard and.1 - then. realized .that
something was. .the>matter; for not only was
1 unable t’ read ;the " sign. but I could. not
even see.the letters. + 1 spoke of -this to: my
-father, and soon.. afterwards got my:first pair
, of spectacles, whxch llterally opened an entirely

‘Both of :thése were’ cher-

i
"% MY [UNCLE IRVING
‘SHIPMAN ON THE. ALABAMA AND FIRED THE

‘new. world to'me. "
" ful the world was until I got ‘those spectacles.t
. -I'had been'a clumsy and awkward little boy,
“andi:while much of. my--clumsiness .and

BULLOCH WAS. A MID-

LAST GUV DISCHARGED FROM' HER BATTER-

IES m THE FIGHT wrm THE KEARSARGE"

I-had no 1dea how beautl-

awkwardness was doubtless due - to- general

“ characteristics, a good deal.of it was due to

_the -fact .that T could not see and yet was
who]ly ignorant that I was.not seemg “The
recollection of this experience- gives me a.
keen sympathy with those who are trying in
our.public schools and elsewhere-to remove
the physical causes of deficiency in children,
who - are' oftén -unjustly blamed for- being
obstinate or unambmous, or mentally stupld
This same summer, too, I obtained various
new .books on mammals and. birds, including
the publications of Spencer Baird, forinstance,

.and made an industrious .book-study of the
‘subject.-

-I.did not accomplish much in out-
door study because I did not get spectacles
until late -in -the fall, a short time before I.
started with the rest of the family for a second
trip .to Europe.- We were living at Dobbs:
Ferry, on the Hudson.. - My gun was a
breechoading, . pinfire double-barrel, - of
French manufacture. . It was. an excellent
gun for a. clumsy and ‘often absent-minded
boy:. There was no. spring. to- open it, and
if the mechanism becaie rusty it could- be
opened with a brick without serious damage.

When - the . cartridges stuck thcy could “be



‘removed in"the: same fashlon

“loaded; however; the’ result: was ‘not-al ays
"_happy, and I* tattooed myself wnh parhally
unbumed grams -of powder more than once

age.
1rd life' from the: sup°rﬁc1ally scnentxﬁc standf

“point. - ‘I’ had no knowledge : of the: orni-
“‘thology.of Egypt,” but I 'picked up in Cairo a
‘book by an’ Enghsh cIer-
‘_'gyman, .whose name "I .
“have now" forgothen, who:- -
-described 2 trip uip ‘the -
‘Nlle, and in an appendn
‘tg "his volume’ gave-an :
~account of - hxs bird col— .
“lection. - T wish: I could
femernbet - the ‘name ‘of -
the! author:now, for I
‘owe thatbookvery much .
Without it I should have
“been collectmg entirelyin
‘the dark, whereas with its
‘aid I could generally find
out what the birds were.
My first : knowledge of -
Latin was -obtained by
‘learning - the * scientific -
names. ot - the :birds ‘and  mammais which 1
collected - and: classﬁied by the axd of such
books as this one. 8
*"The birds I obtamed up the lee and in
Palestme represented mera‘y the usual boy s
collection. - “Some years “afterward:.I “gave
them, togetheér with “the other: ormthologlcal
‘spemmens -1 Had gathered,™to’ the” Smith-
sonian-Institution in ‘Washington, and:T think
some. of them also to, the American Museum
of Natural History in New York. ‘I am told
that’ the ‘skins are. to ‘be found yet in both
places ‘and in - other public collections. - I
doibt whether they have ‘my original labels
on them.: With- great pride the directors of
the . “ Roosevelt : Museum,’: consisting ~of
myself. and. ‘the “two* cousins - aforesaid; had
printed a set of Roosevelt. Museum labels in
-pink ‘nk prehmmary to-what 'was retrarded

“If they . were

THE PROPRIETOR OF THE “ROOSEVELT .
MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY ™

Theodore Rooseveltat tllc age of (:n

‘ever I could get out mto the«:f

‘the -household: w1th hedgehogs and

‘as my adventurous:trip to Egypt. ~This bird-

-collecting gave what ‘was!really.the chief zest -
-to my-Nile journey:: I wasiold~ -enoughand
‘had-read: enough’i toenjoy the:itemples and
“thé desert scenery:and the: general feeling of .-
:romance ;* but: this in:time would: have ‘palled
B1 o had« not: also'zhad
.of zcollecting” and: preparing

spe
Doubtless ‘the: famlly had:their moments’ of .

.suffenntr—espec:ally ‘on ‘oné:occasion’ when a
-well-meaning: maid. extracted :from ' my.:taxi-

dermist’s- soutfit: the ; old:’tooth-brush.: “with
‘which ‘I -put-on-the skins.the. arsenical : ‘soap

‘necessary . for’ their . preservatxon" parhally
‘washedit, and-left ‘it: with>the rest: of: my

wash kit for: my own. personal use. ":I- sup-

-pose that all growing. boys ‘tend to be grubby;

but-‘the ornithological-small boy,: or.indeed
the boy with the taste for natural’ h:story -of
‘any- kmd is generally the
very grubblestof ‘all::An
added - element : my-
case..was < the. act’: that
while mEgyptI suddenly
started to grow. ‘As there
were - no tailors:ip *the
-Nile, when I-got: back'to
Cairo I ‘néeded ia- néw
outfit. ‘But there was one
suit: of -clothes too' good
to' throw. away, which-we
kept-foria.: “change,”
and: -which:.was’;

because it-left:i my wnsts_
and - ankles :as bare .as
‘those - of r ’

-himself; -. :
When we: reached Dresden ‘wé y unger
children were left to'spend the simmerin'the
‘house’ of: Herr:Minckwitz, ameﬁxber ‘of either

- the Municipal 'or the.: Saxon: Govemment—I
~have: forgotten which> -It: was: hop,
-this way we would-acquiré : sonié knowledge
‘of the German lanouage ‘and hterature

,thaf in

eY

-of ]

lwmg in the ﬂat wereno. less_ kmd

other
small beasts and reptiles ‘which;persisted.in
escaping from parually closed biirea drawers.

“The two sons were fascinating students:from

' the Umvers:tvot Lelpsxc, both of them belong-



Bt THIS AND SUBSEQUEI\T NATURAL HISTORIES, WERE WRITTEN DOWN IN BLANK—BOOKS
: IN SIMPLIFIED SPELLR\G WHOLLY UI\PREMEDITATED AND UNSCIENTIFIC”

ing ‘to- duelmg corps “and. much scarred in
consequience.
was called:Der. Rotheé. IYerzog (the:Red Duke),
and the other.was nicknamed Herr Nasekorn
(Sir. Rhirioceros): because the tip ‘of his :nose
had:been’ ciit.off in a duel and sewn on agam.
T learnied a”. good - dealof ‘German here, in

spite-of miyself; ‘and 7above all I became’ fas-
cmated ith - the -Nibelungenlied. . German
ver became really easy:to-me in- the
sense: that French prose did; but for German
poetry I cared as much as for Enghsh poetry.

German people which.. I: never : igot. over.
From: that’; timhe ‘to: this: it would have been
quite nnposmble to:make me feel that the
Germans. were really foreigners. .. The affec-
- tion, the Gmuilzlzc/z,ézxt (a quality which can-
not be - exactly. : expressed by any. single
Enghsh word); the capacity: for.: hard. work
thé’ sense. of 7duty, . the delight. i studymo'
litérature and;scxence, ‘the: pride-in :the :new
Gennany, the more tha.n kmd and fnendly

One, ; a; famous - swordsman'

gained - an. 1mpressmn of:-the.

interest in - three strange:chxldren—"all these

: manifestations of the German- character and

of .German family life made a subconscious

:impréssion upon me :which I did not in -the

least define -at_the time, but whxch is: very -

-vivid still forty years later.. . . --

~When I got back to Amemm, at the -age -
of fifteen, I began.serious study. to. énter-
Harvard .- under - Mr. Arthur Cutler, who

Jater founded- the - Cutler :School - in- New
“York.: . I could ‘not go to. school because :I

knew.so much less than most boys of my age

‘in some subjects and so: much more in others.
In scienice’and history:and geography and-in
‘unexpected parts ‘of Geérman and. French I

wasstrong, but lamentably weak in Latin and
Greek and- mathematics. . My .grandfather
had. made his summer home in Oyster Bay:a

‘number. of years before;iand- iny. father now
-made- Oyster - Bay:the*summer-home’ of: his

family also. - -Along with my- college prepara-
tory studies I carried on-the work of:a prac- .-
tical ‘studént. of - natural history. - I: worked



. with greater industry than' either intelligence
. or.success, and .made very. few. additions -to
“the sum of human knowledge-; but to this
- ‘day certain . obscure. omltholotrxcal -publica- -
“tions.may be found in which: -are ‘recorded -
;such items as; for i instance,” that.on one occa-
“sion a fishicrow, andon ‘another an’ Tpsivich : -

: SPATTow, .. Were . ‘obtained.“ by one’ :Theodore

: Roosevelt, Jr:; at:, Oyster Bay, ol the ’
of ‘Long Island: ‘Sound. - ;

;trraduaunv in. 1880 I thoroughly en]oyed

“in -after - life.:

'?-'fessors.

‘within my’ grasp. I worked .drearily at<the " i

/In" the- fall.of : 1876 I eatered Harvar ;

Harvard aud.I am sure it did, me good, but

only in the general effect; for there was-very:
L little’ in my actual studies” which. helped me’
More " than ‘one’ of my:.own -
..sons_have: already proﬁted by theu' “friend-
..ship ‘with . certain of . their. masters -in. school_
“or college. . T certamly ‘profited by 3 ‘my friend-~
-ship.with.one of my tutors, Mr. Cutler;:and’
“in"Harvard I owed much to the professor of i
; English; Mr A8, Hill- * Doubtless thréugh - *
.',my own ’ fault, I. saw. almost “nothing’ of :
: President . Eliot - and very little -of " the, ‘pro-
I ought to-have gamed ‘much’'more j
 than I did gain: from writing the themes and
;'forensxcs My, failure :to do S0 -may. have
"been partly ‘due. to .my taking .no interest in
.the subjects Before I- left Harvard T was -
. -already . wriling . .one or -two'. chapters of:ai:
- -baok I ‘afterwards published “on the “Naval -
* “War of 1812. Those .chapters were so dry
that they:would have made a ‘dictionary s seem "

light readng by comparison. Still, they rep-

"z resented -purpose and ‘serious 'ihterest on my

part,. not: the .perfunctory ‘effort’'to-do well
enough to- get a.certain mark; and correc-
tions.. of; them by...a: skilled blder’_=mah

s-would have impressed me and-:have com-
But I'was -

manded my. respectful attention. " *
not sufficiently developed to make myself take

- anintelligent interest in some of the subjects
- «assigned” me—the» character- of : the Gracchi,

for.instance.: A very.clever and studious lad

iwould no doubt-have done so;:but I person- .
- ally:did not-grow up:to this partlcular subject

-until-a-‘good many years later: :
.-and sloop actions betweén:the. Amencan and . .

British' sea-turers of::1812 were much more

-Gracchi because I had- to ; my.conscientious
-and much:-to-be-pitied professor dragging me

feet. ﬂrmly

through the theme by ‘main strength, with my
lanted in dull and: totally: d&-

proof resistance;;: : : :
‘I had- at: the: tlme no: 1dea of -going
pubhc life, and T:never studled elocutxon or

-‘one way.
~sonally I have not the slightest sympathy thh
. debating: contests in:which -each"side. is. arbx-

- to maintain it wnthout the least referent

" ouo'ht to be

; The:frigate.”

.mto- A
-cause if I went into it'T must make:

Ppracticed debatmg Thiswas a Ioss toraein
" In-another way it was not:- Per—

tranly assxgned # given

whether ‘those. mamunmn(r it beheveim'

not.), T know that urider our’ system‘thls, s
p necessa.ry for lawyers but I. emiphatically’ dis-

believe in it as regards general “discussion of
olitical, socnal v -and mdustnal mi tters"‘ What )

“men: with™ ardent convxct:ons Jon’ ‘the: su:]e of :

:the right ; ‘not young men:wh 'can ‘make?a
-good argument for- either" right or Wwrong ‘as
theirinterest bids them..: The present method.

of carijing - otr.:debates: on -sizch' subjécts s

“Qur- Colomal Pohcy ».or.% The’ ‘Need.of a
Navy ? or “ The ProperI’o;xtlon of: the Courts

; sull'smcentv and mtenslty of convictioi
he.. contrary, the net result isto m_._

sorry T dld not study elocuhon in colleg} but
Iam exceedmvly glad that I'-did not take part -
in, the type ‘of debate n whxch 5tress is ]axti

‘to. what his’ convxctlons

_st:mdmg ;just within - the:first . tenth otimy

“<{I’:am
'f‘the

.class; if.I.remember n«rhtly ,-altho
‘not sure. whether this meahs the tent]

‘or Wilson or: Ban'd or: Coues type—-a ‘man
likeHart Mernam, ‘ot :FrankChapman, or
Homaday, to-day My father 1ad: from ‘the

in my freshman year (he die
§ophomore) hé tdld ‘me, that-i

explained that I must ‘be. sure: tha I
intensely .desired: to ‘do: scxer_mﬁc



-ous career ; that he had made enough imoney

. to* enable me to take up such a ‘career and
- 'do nofremunerative work of value .if ./ in-

 Yerided 10 . do the verv: be.rt work there was in;.
- mey but that I must ‘not drean ‘;of takmg it
dil

d observer of nature

d- all thought of- be-
Doubtless- t}us _meant
‘have thé i mtense devouon
,_‘ougnrl had 3 tor. 1f I

- that-T'really did’
to suence whlch I

- tissues -of the higher orgamsms under the’
: ;.- “This, attitude was, no.doubt, in"
ef fact that m most col]eges thenv'

with: labonous mmuteness-
y taste was speaahzed.

“had possessed ‘such - devonon, I would have -

carved out a career ‘for myself somehow wrth- -

; out regard to discouragements. . ,
As: regards - political - economy, I ‘was’ of :

cours wlnle in. college taught t}ie Iax.mz-f_

more; than*any- of ‘my - téxt-books.~

chief factor in any man’s success—a: teachmg_i

in which T now believe as. smcerely as- éver,” "
- for'all the laws that the ‘wit .of man_ can .de- :-
ﬂ' - vise“will ‘never-make ‘a’man‘a ‘worthy citizen
in"- unless hie has within himself the right stuff,un-.
- less | hé has self: “reliance, enewy, courage, the
- power of insisting on 'lis-own rights, and the "~
: sympathy. that ‘makeshim regardful of the
“tights of others. - :
I'was taught by the "books I'read ‘at‘h()me .
~ and thé- books I studied-'at Harvard.. "But .- -
" there was almost no teaching of the need' for
 collective action, and of the fact that in‘addi-
“ tion toinotas a substitute for; individual're--
sponﬂblllty, there is a ‘colléctive responsibility.
- :Books such as Herbert Croly’s * Promise " of
" _American Life *and Walter E. Weyl’s ¢ New

- All this individual ‘morality -

Democracy ”.*would ‘generdlly  at “that- time

- ‘have been treated elther ‘as umntelhglble or
fi ‘else as pure heresy. - SRR s

~The teaching whxch I recewed was genu '

- - inely democratic in one way. = It was not so
* . democrdtic in another.”
;thoroughly ‘imbued: with the féeling that a-
-‘man must be respected -for what he made of
- himself." But*I"had. also, consmous]y or”un-
f,consctously, ‘been’ taught that "socially. arid -
! industrially pretty ‘much the wholeduty’ of

T grew into manhood

‘the man lay in thus making " the best of him-

"~ self ; -that he should: be honest in his dealings
: w:th others and charitable ini the old-fashioried -
“‘way to the unfortunate; but:that’ it was fio -
_""part of his _business -to " join -with others in
trying to make things’ better for: thé- many by
. curbing the abnormal- and excéssive:dévelop-
ment of‘ mdmduahsm m a few Now I 'do

ters who wrote “for‘us ‘ﬁ-:'
“of. 1. Take ‘my: beloved #“Our -~
onung “Folks,;” the' agazine 'of whichT: have: .-
already: spoken, “and:which tanght e much
o ~Every-" .
" .;_thmg in this magazine instilled the- individual * -
' © . virtues, and the nece551ty of character as the -
the faunal_;naturahst -the; -







