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Farcela-post convention betiwween the United States of America and the
empire of Japan.

For the purpose of making better postal arrangements between the
Unnited Sh[:aa of America uf:l the Empire of Japah, the undersigned,

Henry C. Payne, Postmaster-(reneral of the United States of America,

and ira ro, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipo-
tentiary of His Majesty the n;;:]lllrm of Japan at Washington, duly
empowered thereto, have a upon the following articles for the

establishment of a Parcels-FPost System of exchanges between the two
countries.

,  ArTioLe 1. -

The provisions of this Convention relate only to parcels of mail
matter to be exchanged by the system herein provided for, and do not
affect the arrangements now existing under the Universal Postal Con-
vention, which will continue as beretofore; and all the agreements
hereinafter contained apply exclusively to mails exchanged under these )
articles, directly between the offices of San Francisco, Seattle, Tacoma,
Honolulu, and such other offices in the United States as may be here.
after designated by the Postmaster-General of the United States, and
the offices of Yokohama, Kobe and Nagasaki and such other offices in
the F..mleire of Japan as may be hereafter designated by His Irperial
Majesty’s Minister of State for Communications; such matter to he
admitted to the nuils under these articles as shall be sent through such
exﬁhange offices from any place in either country to any place in the
other. .

.

ArticLe II.

There shall be admitted to the mails exchanged under this Conven-
tion, articles of merchandise and mail m.att#r—exms! letters, posteards
and written matter of all kinds—that are admitted under any condi-
tions to the domestic mails of the country of origin, except that no
parcel must exceed fifty dollars (830) or its equivalent in value, 4
pounds 6 ounces (525 momme) in weight, nor the following dimen-
gions: Greatest length in any direction, three feet six inchex |8 shaka
5 sunj; greatest length and girth combined, six feet [t shaku]: and
must be s0 wrapped or inclosed s to permit the contents to he easily
examined by customs officers and by postmasters duly authorized to
do s0; and except that the following articles are prohibited:

Publications which violate the copyright laws of the country of
destination; poisons, and explosive or inflammable submtances: fatt
substances; liquids and those which easily liguefy: confections an
pastes: live or dead animals, exeept dead insects amd reptiles when
thoroughly dried: froits and tables which easily decompose, and
substances which exhale a bad odor; lottery tickets, lottery advertise-
ments, or ]l:_ltt&l‘j’ circulars; all obhscene or immoral articles: articles
which may in any way damage or destroy the mails, or injure the per-
gons handling them,
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Armione IIT.

A letter or communication of the nature of personal correspondence
must not accompany, be written on, or inclosed with any parcel.

If such be found, the letter will be placed in the mails if separable,
and if the communication be inseparably attached, the whole parcel
will be rejected. If, however, any such should inadvertently be for-
warded, the country of destination may collect on the letter or letters
double rates of postage acvording to the Universal Postal Convention.

No parcel may contain pareels intended for delivery at an address
other than that borne by the parcel itself. If such inclosed parcels
be detected, they must be sent forward singly, charged with new and
distinct parcels-post rates.

ArTioe IV,

The parcels in question shall be subject in the country of destina-
tion to all customs duoties and all customs regulations in force in that
country for the protection of its customs revenues, and to the follow-
ing rates of postage, which shall in all cases he required to be FoLiy
PREPAID, Viz:

In the United States; for a parcel not exceeding” one pound [120
momme] in weight, 12 cents; and for esch additional pound [120
momme| or fraction of a pound, 12 cents.

In the Empire of Japan; for a parcel not exceeding 120 momme 51
pound] in weight, 24 sen; and for each additional 120 momme [1 pound]
or fraction thereof, 24 sen.

ArTICLE Y.

The sender of each parcel muost make a Cusfoms feclaration, upon
a special form provided for the purpose [se: Form 1, A", annexed
bereto], giving the address, & general description of the parcel, an
accurate statement of the contents and value, date of mmiling, and the
sender’s signature and place of residence; which declaration must
sccompany the parcel to destination.

Fither country may suthorize the postoffice where the parcel is
mailed to deliver to sender of the parcel at the time of mailing, a
certiticate of mailing on a form like Form 2 annexed hereto.

The sender of a parcel may have the same registered hy paying the
registration fee required for registered articles in the eountry of
uai'.gin, and, on demand therefor, will receive a return receipt, without
additional charge.

Arziore VI

The addressees of registered articles shall be advised of the arrival 3"

of u parcel addressed to them, by a notice from the postoffice of desti-
nation.

The parcels shall be deliversd to addressees at the postoffices of
address in the country of destination free of charge for posfage; but
the customs duties properly chargeable thereon shall be’ eollected on
delivery in accordance with the customs regulations of the country of
destination; and the country of destination may, at its option, levy
and collect from the addressee for interior service and delivery a charge
not exceeding five cents in the United Statesand ten sen in the Empire
of Japan, on each single parcel of whatever weigzht.

Articee VIL

The parcels shall be considered as a component part of the mails
exchanged direct between the United States and the Empire of Japan,
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and shall be dispatched by the country of origin at its own cost and by
soch meana as it provides, to the country of destination; but must be
forwirded, at the option of the dispatehing office, either in boxes pre-
pared eg!}ec'ullj for the purpose or in ordinary mail sacks, to be
marked ** Parcels-Post,” and not to contain any other articles of mail
matter, and to be secarely sealed with wax, or otherwise, as may be
ruutuu.ﬁy provided by regulations hereunder.

Each country shall promptly return empfy to the dispatching office
by next mail, all such Eags and boxes, but subject to other regulations
between the two Administrations. )

Although articles admitted under this Convention will be trans-
mitted as aforesaid between the exchange offices, they should he so
carefully Eclmi as to be safely transmi in the open mails of either
country, both in going to the exchange office in the country of origin
and to the office of &dﬁress in the country of destination.

Each dispatch of & parcels-post mail must be accompanied by =

iptive list, in duplicate, of all the parcels sent, showing dis-
tinctly the list nomber of each pareel, the pame of the sender, the
name of the add with address of destination, and the declared
contents and value; and must be inclosed in one of the boxes or sacks
of such dispatch. [See Form 3 annexed hereto.]

ArTioee VIII.

As soon as the miail shall have reached the office of destination, that
Dﬂimt;hﬂ ch?,:ftilha mn‘harnt&b?atha ml:..i.I.
n the even 8 ill mot having been i i-
vate shoald be ot ones mresarcd € been rootived, & seheti
Any errors in the entries on the parcel bill which may be discovered
should, after verification by a second offieer, be eorrected and noted
for report to the dispatching office on a form * Veritication certifi-

* which should be sent in a special envelope.

a parcel advised on the bill be not received, after the nonreceipt
has been verified by a second officer, the entry on the bill should
mg?:lmlidand the fT.c];L repmjm at on:ﬁ.

ould & parcel be received in & damaged or imperfec it
full pnrt,iculni:: should be reported on the same furn:]TP oot conditlon,

If no verification certificate or note of error be received, a parcels-
mail shall be considered as duly delivered, having been found on exam-
ination correct in all respeets.

ArtreLe [X.

If the parcels can not be delivered as addresced, or if they are
refused, tIF:::y should be reciprocally returned without charge, directly
to the dispatching office of exchange, at the expiration of thirty days
from their receipt st the office of destination, and the country of
origin may collect from the sender for the return of the parcel a sum
nq;al to tﬁde antﬂ.ge when first mailed.

’rovided, however, that Is prohibited by Article II and th
which do not conform to tlge. cl:mdgziana as to siae, weight and mm
prescribed by said article, shall not necessarily be returned to the
ﬁ:ngm i:.f :i tnﬂa but may ]be dlh.‘_;used of, without recourse, in

20 custom i
aecordance & laws and regulations of the country of
When the contents of a parcel which can not be delivered liabl
to deterioration or corruption, they may be destroyed at u:.nJr_;’ul:l,.Eif“:LLI;;u:‘a-L
mi::;', ';‘1; rll; hi é?i:tqfatul!i’ ‘gnﬁliﬂut prcrtl:gus notice or judicial for-
ality, fo o rig rson, the particulars of each sal
being noticed h]'r one post-office to &?} other, P R
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ArmicLe X,

The Post-Office Department of either of the contracting countries
will not be l'BﬂIi;;ﬂﬂih e for the loss or damage of any parcel; but sither
country is at liberty to indemnify the sender of any parcel which may
be lost or destroyed in its territory. :

Articee XL

Each country shall retain to its own use the whole of the postages,
istration and delivery fees, it collects on said parcels; consequently,
Convention will give rise to no separate apcounts between the

two countries.

‘Awticne XIL

The Postmaster-General of the United States of America, and His

Imperial Majesty's Minister of State for Communications, shall have

ority to jointly make such further lations of order and detail

ns may be found necessary to carry out the present Convention from

time to time; and may, by agresment, prescribe conditions for the

admission in parcels exchanged under this Convention of any of the
articles prohibited by Article IT.

Arrcre XIIL

This Convention shall take effect and operations thereunder shall
begin on the first day of :August, 1904, and shall continue in foree
until terminated by mutusl agreement, but may be annulled at the
desire of either Department, upon six months’ previous notice given
to the other.

Done in duplicate, and si at Washington the thirtieth day of
June, one thousand nine hm and four.

b e Hexer (. Parxe,
o Postmaster- General of the United States.

[5ead of the Tagamns Kosoro,
oFpt)  Eiooy Estraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary
n; his Majesty the Emparor of Japan.

The foregoing Parcels-Post Convention between the United States of
America and the Empire of Japan has been negotiated and eoncluded
with my advice and consent, and is hereby approved and ratified.

In testimony whereof 1 bave caused the Seal of the United States to
be hereunto affixed.

[sEAL OF . 8] TeEropoRE RoosEvELT.

By the President:
Jonw Hay,
Seeretary of State.

WasnixatoxN, July 1, 1Y,
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Form Wo. 1
A.
Parcels-Post betwreen the United States and the Empive of Jopan.

Date P]tﬁg i wT!:;:lll
| T L 3]
— FORM OF CUETOMA TECLARATTON ld;-.mnd
|
Dancri 01'! ‘ I
: [Bala | Tal
whether box, Contents. . | Valne, |Pereent | customs
bﬂt&_;‘mg, . rmrgu.|

Taotal. . _'"'

Dinde of POBEITGE: - o evoceemm oo ooy 19 SlgmRtIre and address of sender] - oree oo

For ns of Poat-0ffioe only, and to be filled up ot the office T
ggumun.._._._.._..: !;.:duhwldrpnﬂEnﬂngh‘lfﬂgL

n
[eoantry of origin.]

P'llﬂl-mtﬁ!;n ..... M
The Impart d amassed by a r of o i
rf. ty ¥ pﬂrbe cnstoms on pontents of this paresl]

am cemmm Whith mist bo tore the prreel is delvernd, Daate
| Samp
| .
; e —
Farels on rom (T LT
This parc boen passed by an offteer of customs and t b dield
FREE oF CHARGE. - lirered Diate.
SiREp.
Fomrx No. 2,
Poreels- Poar,
A pares] addresssd na under baa been posted here this day, . |
| {ifire
Abamip.

- This certifloate i given to inferm dhe senderof
that wny linbillty In respect of such pa n.-E'[ ut;rtu;h;ﬁhr&“& ﬁﬁﬁ;&mﬁ.m nat indiete |
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Fors No. 3.

D pate o origie.] It try of dealimalion.] g "ﬁ"’ ot
de=pmtching [erumtry of R woamiry gf feam. mepElving
.......................................... rxchs
mbm_?ﬂﬂ- Parcela from S lt xe :IIE:-
| 1
I
| Pareel BN %o, ., duted ... W pEEE ..
I R
vsheet Mo, ..

2
ortetn ! pectared| B
g rigin of Wame 0f | pddres of parcel. ﬁﬂﬁ Jsolars !E Ceervations,
; g [ . i E
|
|
| |
! ]
Totnls ... i
]

* When more than oos sheet i required for the goiry of the puresls sent by the madl, it will
be sulMclent i the undermentioned particulars are entered on the last sheet of the Paresl Rill

Total mmmber of parcels sent by the matl  Total welght of AT ... ovoeeseeerennns I8

Numbsr of boxes or other receptacies Dedoct welight of receptaches ... ... oo
forming the mall o .ociiiiainee. ——

Bignature of postal official st the dispateh- Fot welghtof parels . ..oouunnnons I
ing exehange post-ofice,

signatare of postal official at the recelving exchange post-office.
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