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Parcels-post convention between the United States of America and the
commonwerlth of dustralia,

For the purpose of promoting greater facilities than at present
exist for the exchange of Postal Parcels between the United States of
America and the Commonwealth of Australia, the undersigned, George
B. Cortelyou, Postmaster General of the United States of America,
and Sydney Smith, Postmaster General of the Commonwealth of Aus-
tralia, duly authorized in that behalf, have agreed, on bebhalf of their
respective Governments, to the following Articles, namely:—

Arricre 1.

The provisions of this Convention shall relate only to parcels of mail
matter to be exchanged by the system herein provided for, and shall
pot affect the arrangements existing under the Universal Postal Con-
vention, and the Hegulations in conformity therewith; which
arrangements will continue as heretofore; and all the conditions here-
inafter contuined whall apply exclusively to mails exchanged undor
these articles.

ArTIoLE 2,

There shall be a regular exchange of uninsured parcels between the
United Statea of America on the one hand, and the Commonwealth of
Australia on the other hand, which shall be effected by means of the
direct postal service between the United States of America and the
Commonwealth of Australia.

ArTioLE 3.

The offices of exchange shall be the Post Office of San Francisco for
the United States of rica; and, for the Commonwealth of Aus-
tralin—for the State of New South Wales, Sydney: for the State of
Victoria, Melbourne; for the State of Queensland, Brisbane; for the
State of South Australia, Adelaide; for the State of Western Aus-
tralia, Perth; for the State of Tasmania, Hobart: and such other
exchange offices as may hereafter be mutually agreed upon.

ArTicLe 4.

1. There shall be admitted to the mails exchanged under this Con-
vention articles of merchandize and mail matter—except letters, post
cards, and written matter—of all kinds that are admitted under any
conditions to the domestic mails of the country of origin, provided
that no parcel may exceed in value 50, or ten pounds {51[?1 sterling;
foar Pmmds six ounces {or two kilograms) in weight, nor the follow-
ing dimensions: (Greatest length in any direction, tﬁm feet wix inches;
ﬂmt&&t length and girth combined, six feet; and every parcel must

8O wmgped or enclosed us to permit the contents to be easily
examined by postal and customs officers,

2. All admissible articles or merchandize mailed in one country for
the other, or received in one country from the other, shall be free
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from any detention or ins;lhmtinn whatever, except such as is required
for collection of I]aﬂt&l de iyl,-.ry t_'.hnrges or customs rlut-ieu; and shall
be forwarded by the most speedy means to their destination, heinﬁ‘
suhjert in their transmission to the laws and regulations of eac
eountry, respectively.

ArTICLE &,

Every parcel shall bear the name and address of the person for whom
it iz intended, piven with such completeness as will enable delivery to
be effected. o parcel shall be accepted for transmission unless it be
seeuvely packed, in such a manner as to protect the contents from
dimage,

ArmeLe 6.

L. A letter or communication of the nature of personal correspond-
ence must not accompany., be written on, or enclosed with any pareel.

2. 1f such be found, the letter will be placed in the mails if separable,
and if the communication be inseparably attached, the whole parcel
will be rejected. If, however, any such should inadvertently be for-
warded, the country of destination will collect on the letter or letters
double rates of postage according to the Universal Postal Convention.

3. No parcel may contain packages intended for deliveryat anaddress
other than that borne by the parcel itself. If such enclosed packages
be detected, they must be sent forward singly, charged with new and
distinet Parcels-Post rates.

AgTICLE T.

1. The sender will, upon ication at the time of mailing the par-
cel, receive o Certificate of Mailing from the Post OMfice where the
parcel is mailed on a Form like Form 1. annexed hereto.

2. The sender of a parcel posted in the United States of America
may have the same registe in accordance with the Begulations of
that country.

4. Anacknowledpment of the delivery of a parcel zhall be retarned
to the sender when requested; but either country may require of the
sender pra[_m}r'm{tnt.nf a fee therefor not Hxl,met'i'mg five cents in the
United States or two pence half peony in the Commonwealth of
Australia.

4. The addressees of registered
val of a parcel addressed to them
destination,

reels shall e wivised of the arri-
v a notice from the Post Office at

ARTICLE 5,

l. The sender of each parcel shall make a Costoms declaration pasted
upon or attached to the parcel, upon a special form provided for the
purpose (see Form 2. annexed hereto) giving o general description of
the pareel, an aecurate statement of its contents and value, date of
mailing and the sender's signature and place of residence, and place of
address,

2. The parcels in question shall be subject in the country of desti-
nation to all customs duaties and all customs regulations in foree in that
country for the protection of its customs revenues; and the customs
duties properly chargeable thereon shall be collected on delivery, in
accordance with the customs regulations of the country of destination.

AETICLE

The following articles are prohibited from admizsion to or trans-
mizsion in the mails exchanged under this Convention, viz:

Publications which violate the copyright laws of the conntry of des-

+ tination; poisony, and explosive or Inflammable substances; fatty sub-

stances, liguids and those which easily liguefy: confections and pastes;
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live or dead unimals, exeept dend insects and reptiles when thoroughly
dried; fruits and vegetables which easily decompose, and substances
which exhale a bad odor; lottery tickets, lottery advertisements, or
lottery circulars, all obscene or immorsl articles; articles which may
in any way damage or destroy the mailz or injure the persons bundling
them, and any other articles prohibited by the laws or regulations o
the country of origin or of destination from transmission by parcel
post.

_ Bhould any parcel containing any such prohibited article be detected
in transit through the post, the parcel will be, without other formality,
returned to the despatehing office of exchange; unless the parcel con-
tains a dangerous snbstance, in which case, it shall be destroved,

Arrioue 10,

1. The following rates of postage shall in all cnses be required to be
Jully prepaid with postage stamps of the country of origin, viz:

2, In the United States, for a parcel not exceeding one pound in
weight, twelve cents; and for each additional p-uu.ml or fraction of a
pound, twelve cents,

3. In the Commonwealth of Australia, for a parcel not exceeding
one pound in weight, one shilling; and for each additional pound, or
fraction of & pound, sixpence.

4. The parcels shall be promptly delivered to addressees at the Post
Office of address in the country of destination free of charge for post-
age; but the country of destination may, at its option, levy and collect
from the addressees for interior service and delivery a charge the
amount of which is to be fixed according to its own regulations, but
which shall in no ease exceed five cents in the United States for each

reel, whatever its weight, or three pence per pound weight in the

monwealth of Australia.

ArTioLE 11.

Each eountry shall retain to its own use the whole of the postages
and delivery fees it collects on parcels exchanged under this Conven-
tion; consequently, this Convention will give rise to no separate
accounts between the two countries.

ArTicLe 12,

1. The parcels shall be considered as a component part of the mails
cxuhnng{rﬁﬁrﬂ.ﬁ hetween the United States and the Commonwenlth
of Australia, to be despatched to destination by the country of origin
gt its cost and by soch means as it provides; but must be Torwarded
at the option of the despatching office, either in boxes mparpci
expressly for the Fur[:-mc or in ordinary mail sacks, marked * Pareels-
Post”, and secarely sealed with wax, or otherwise, as may be mutually
reed.
nggl Euch country shall promptly return emipidy to the despatchin
office by next mail, subject to change by muotual agreament, all s,ucg
bags and boxes,

4. Although articles admitted under this Convention will be trans-
mitted as aforesaid between the exchange offices, they should be so
carefully packed as to be safely transmitted in the open mails of either
country, both in going to the exchange office in the country of origin,
and to the office of address in the country of destination.

4. Each despateh of a Parcels-Post mail must be accompanied by a
parcel hill giving a deseriptive list, in duplicate, of all the parcels
sent, showing distinctly the list number of each parcel, the name of |
the sender, the name of the addressee with address of destination, and



Mav I, 1906
JUNE 19, 1005

PARCELS-POST CONVENTION—AUSTRALIA.
the declared contents and value:; and must be enclosed in one of the
boxes or sacks of such despateh (see Form 3. annexed hereto).

5. The parcel bills shall be numbered consecutively, commencing
with Number 1. on the 1st of January in each vear, and each entry in
a parcel bill shall be numbered consecutively, commencing with No. 1.

ArTioLe 14,

1. As eoon as the mail shall have reached the office of destination,
that office shall check the contents of the mail.

2. In the event of the parcel bill not baving been received, a substi-
tute should be at onee prepared.

8, Any errors in the entries on the parcel bill which may be dis-
covered, should, after verification by a second officer, be corrected
and noted for report to the despatching office on a form “*Verification
Certificate™, which should be sent in a special envelope.

4. If a parcel advized on the bill be not received, after the non-
receipt has been verified by a second officer, the entry on the bill
should be cancelled, and the fact reported at once.

5. If & parcel be obaerved to be insufficiently prepaid, it must not
be taxed with deficient postage, but the circumstance must be reported
on the verification certificate form.

6. Bhould a parcel be received in a damaged or imperfect condition,
full particnlurs should be rted ou the same form.

7. If no verification certificate or note of error be received, a parcel
mail shall be considered as duly delivered, having been found on
examination correct in all respects.

ArTioLE 14.

1. If a parcel cannot be delivered as addressed, or is refused, it
must be returned without charge, directly to the despatching office of
exchange, at the expiration of thirty days from its receipt at the office
of destination; and the country of origin may collect from the sender
for the return of the parcel, a sum equal to the postage when first
mailed, provided, however, that parcels prohibited hy Article #, and
those which do not conform to the conditions as to size, weight, and
value, prescribed Dy Article 4, shall not necessarily bhe returned to
country of origin, but may be disposed of, without recourse, in accord-
ance with the eustoms laws and regulations of the country of destination.

%, When the contents of o purcel which ennnot be delivered are
linkle to deterioration or t:urrupliun. thr:.' iy he [lfﬂtm}'l'd at onee,
if necessary, or if expedient, sold, without previous notice or judicial
formality, for the henefit of the right person; the particulars of each
gnle heing notitied by one post office to the other.

% An order for redirection or reforwarding must be accompanied
by the amount due for postage necessary for the return of the article
to the office of origin, at the ordinary parcel rates,

ArTIoLE 15,

Neither of the countries parties to this Convention will be respon-
sihle for the loss of or damage to any pareel, and no indemnity can
eonsequently he claimed from either country by the sender or
addressee of a parcel which may become lost or damaged in trans-
miission through the post.

ArTicLE 16

Where not provided for in this Convention, the conditions as to the
posting, transmission, and delivery of parcels, (including the levy of
customs duty and other charges) and vedirection within the limita of
the country of destination shall be governed by the regulations of that
country.
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ArricLe 17,

The Postmaster General of the United States of America and the
Postmaster General of the Commonwealth of Australia shall from
time to time jointly make such further regulations of order and detail
a8 may be found necessary to carry out the present Convention; and
m.a.li_, by agreement, prescribe conditions for the admission to the
mails of any of the articles prohibited by Article 9 of this Convention.

ArTioLE 18,

This Convention shall take effect and operations thereunder shall
begin on the first day of August 1905, and shall continue in force
until terminated by mutual agreement, but may be annulled at the
desire of either country upon six months previous notice being given
by one country to the other country.

Done at Melbourne this 10th day of May 1905,

SroNey SMsiTH,
Fostmaster- General Commonwealth of Australia.

And at Washington this 19th day of June 1905,
Grorce B. CorTRLYOU,
LPostmaster- General of the United States af Amerien.
The fﬂmgulilndg‘ Parcels-Post Convention between the United States
of America and the Commonwealth of Australia has been negotiated
and concluded with my advice and consent, and is hereby approved
and ratified.
In testimony whereof 1 have caused the seal of the United States to
be hereunto affixed.
_ Tueopore Roosevert,
[eEaL.]

By the President
Fraxois B. Loomﬁ,
Aeting Secretary of State.
Wasninoron, Juie 19, 1905,

Forx No. 1.

Pareels- Fost,

A parcel sddressed as under lms been posted hora this day;

This rertificate is given to inform the sender of the posting of o pureel, and does not ivilbosts
that any lHahility fo respect of such pareel attuehes @0 U Postmsster-G enersl,
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Form Nao. 2 Form 2.
A

Parcele Posd Sebirern dhe Trdied Stafes and Awatralia,

Dmte. | Flace towhich
] FORLN OF CTATONS DECTARATION, thedum:l. is
Smm, i) rsatail.,
- T |
Dieseription of | |
parcel: [State | | Tiotal
whather box, | Contents. Valoe. |Per cent. | customs
ket, bug, charges.
| wte,] |
|
l ¥ ]
|
|
“Todal, ¥ 1 %
i |
Dt of postlig . .ooocoianiie L EI[:luluN&RdiddlﬁuM&mkri; """ prmnmemeees
M- For use of Post-Ofice only, and to be el op at the offee of exclange
Pareel Bill So. ... 3 Mo of rates prepaid. . ... Entry Boo...o.o.
H.

Pareals Poat fromm ...,
Th dms gt iy assbssed by an 0fleor of c0stoms on contonls of this parcel amaounts

W <., whith mist be paid belore the parcel Is deliversd. Dete
Stamp.
i,
Parcels Post from ..., .., .., ]
This paroel bas been passed by an oficer of customs nnd most be delivered | Dats
FEEE oF CHABGE. I
| Sramp.
{
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Form No, 3.
Date stamp of mﬁl‘m af
FE EXC o
“g‘m"’""‘)‘l Parcels from.......... Joro iring Fachs “"|
FPost-Odfice. !
Parcel Bill Mo, ..., dated . RGBT I
= Hheat Nk ... i
|
o : |
a2,
of | Natvs of Declared | Declared | B
g parvel, sonder, | Addres of parcel. | o, e | value, ig Betarks,
] :
3
&
L
|
|
I_ o
Tatals '1 : !
|
*When mone than one sheel is reguired for the ontey of the parcels sent by fhe mail, i will b
anfMichent if the undermentioned ;Euculnm are entereéd on the last sheet of the Pareel B0,
me. |
Total numberal pareels sent by the mall to Total walght of msil ......... e e .
Humber of boges of pther receptueles lorm- Daduel weight of rocepiackes L
Signature of dispatching olleerat. .. ... 000000 Net weaghs of pareels ...
Pomt-OMoe . Lo i




