JUSTICE AND PARTISANSHIP *

Tug action of this House last night in declining to
give Mr. Sprague the seat to which he was lawfully
entitled, and which the Democratic majority of the
committee investigating lis case had decided he was
entitled to, proves that it would be farcical for me to
waste my time any longer by remaining on the Com-
mittee of Privileges and Elections, and 1 herewith ten-
der my resignation from that committee; and now, Mr.
Speaker, I move to lay aside all orders of business down
to motions and resolutions for the purpose of making
a motion that my resignation be accepted. Mr.
Speaker, the shameless partisanship and gross disre-
gard of all right and reason shown by the Democratic
majority last night in rejecting the conclusions reached
by their own committee, though reached by seven of
the nine members on that committee, by three of the
five Democrats on that committee, and by all of the
three lawyers on that committee, such action, I say,
shows that it is simple folly for any man to waste his
time in honestly seeking with painstaking endeavor to
get at the rights of a case when it is absolutely certain
that the majority of the House will brush aside with
utter indifference the conclusions so reached, and will
decide the case purely according to their own blind and
bitter partisanship.

* Speech in the New York Assembly, March 9, 1883, tendering his resignation
from the Committee on Privileges and Elections, following the Assembly’s action
by & partisan vote in reversing the decision of the committee in the seating of
Henry L. Sprague. New York Times, March 10, 1883,



It has become mantfest to me that the Committee
on Privileges and Elections is of as little importance as
any committee of this House, for the majonty have
clearly shown vou that they do not intend to pay the
faintest attention to reason, justice, or right, hut pro-
pose to decide strictly according to their own narrow
prejudices.  If such is the determination that has been
arrived at. 1t seems to me worse than useless that |
should waste my time by sitting upon a commitice
whose conclusions receive absolutely no attention. It
1s not as if the committee itself had decided that lines
of party should be shown within itself. A majority of
the Democratic members of that commitiee deeided in
favor of the contestant, and yet a majority of this
House, by a vote within their own ranks of 6 to 1,
decided that they will seat the man not lawfully clected
to his place. This easc has attracted considerable at-
tentton in New York, and almost every fair-minded
man has upon the evidence made up his mind how he
shonld vote upon it.  Almost the entire press of New
York have given utterance to a favorable opinion con-
cerning Mr. Sprague. There was one exception, the
New York World, a local, stock-jobbing sheet of lim-
ited circulation, voluble scurrility, and versatile men-
dacity. That is the sole sheet, with the exeeption of
the obscure organ of Tammany Ilall. that has favored
the retention of Mr. Bliss.

I realize perfectly well that in the light of the past
history of any party as regards contested clections that
on that ground alone I would not be right in tannting
the Democratic party, but I wish to tell them this: We
had done wrong., and our own members—men who
more than any others I claim to represent—saud that
our party should go out, hoping and indulging, as it



proved, in the faint hope that the incoming Democracy
would learn some lesson from the fate of its predecessor
in power, and would act with an approximation to jus-
ticee. They have now seen the utter futility of it.
They learn that no good thing will come out of Naz-
areth; that it is useless to expect green branches to
grow from the dead trunk of the rotten Democracy,
and they will so act in the future. As regards every-
thing that was said here upon this floor, no serious at-
tempt was made to upset the conclusions of the com-
mittee. The Republicans throughout acted with great
dignity; we remained almost absolutely quiet, listen-
ing to the abuse that was showered upon our heads.
But one of our members spoke, and he spoke purely
upon the merits of the question and in no sense in a
partisan way.

On the other side, the speeches were made almost
entirely from a partisan aspect, and especially the
speech of the highly improbable, verfectly futile, alto-
gether unnecessary, and totally impossible statesman
from Ulster {Mr. Benedict]. Hardly an argument was
advanced upon the floor of the House that would jus-
tify even a hesitancy in a court of justice over the case.
As I was told by a noted New York Democratic lawyer
who had seen the evidence, had any jury decided as
this Assembly did last night, their decision could cer-
tainly have been reversed at the General Term on the
ground that it was inconsistent and contrary to the
facts and the evidence. And when such is the case,
when it has been made elearly manifest that the De-
mocracy of the House is going to aet strictly in accor-
dance with its actions in the past two months, strictly
in accordance with the party that it represents, that it
15 not going to pay the faintest earthly attention to



justice or reason, that, with its narrow, purbhnd poliey,
it is going to grasp at onee at the thing that is nearest
to it, to try and put its fingers on what little amounnt
of patronage and upon what little hold of office it can
get, without reference 1o the justice of the case and
without reference to the future effect upon itself—when
such has been clearly shown to be the case, 1 for one
do not propose any longer to put myself in the ridien-
lous position of being on a committee whose conclu-
sions the majority of this House will accept if they
happen to be in accordance with their own prejudices,
and whose conclusions they will absolutely reject, in
the face of the most overwhelming evidence, if they
happen to be contrary to their own prejudices and con-
trary to what they, in their short-sighted stupidity,
think to be to their own interests.  The gentleman
from Herkimer [Mr. Smith] said last night that this
being the highest court in the land could receive any
evidenee, and he onght also to have added that this
being the most senseless court in the fand wonld rejeet
all evidence, for that was the only thing necessary to
complete and round out his speech.

One argument made last night was that becanse Mr.
Tilden had not been seated, hecause Congress had upon
one oceasion declined to seat a Democrat who was
rightfully clected, therefore we in our turn should do
wrong. That there has been legitimate ground for
complaint against the party of which T am a represen-
tative, I will not deny. For the twelve or fourteen
Democratic members who voted in favor of Mr.
Sprague last night T have and shall always have a very
sincere respeet.  They acted against the majority of
their party; they acted as honest and manly men.
But exactly as ten men could have saved the “eities of






