FAIR PLAY IN FHE CIVIL SERVICE:
AN OPEN LIETTER®

1 am informed by the local board of examiners of the
Baltimore Post-Oflice that at present few but Repub-
licans apply to be examined for the positions of earriers
and elerks in that oflice. In view of the approaching
August examinations 1 wish to make throngh your
columms a statement to all Demoerals, and to all eiti-
zens generally, without regard to party affiliations, who
may think of applying for such positions.  On hehalf
of the Civil Service Commission I desire to extend an
earnest invitation to all who wish to enter the classified
service at the Baltimore Post-Office to come forward
and be examined. The commission will do all in its
power to see that they are treated with perfect fairness,
irrespective of their party affiliations, and will guarantee
that their papers will he marked and their names listed
and certified for appointment exactly according to the
averages they make for themselves in the examination.

It is illegal for the postmaster or any appointing of-
ficer 1o refuse to appoint., or to discriminate in any way
against. any candidate for a place in the classified ser-
vice beeause of his polities.  The law is designed ex-
pressly 1o secure an equal chance to Republicans anid
Democrats,  Demoerats have exactly the same night
that Republicans have to examination and certification
by the commission and to appointment by the post-
master or other appointing officer. Under the law af-
feeting the classified service it is an offense. pumshable
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by removal from office, for the postmaster or any similar
officer to try to find out a man’s politics, or to take
politics into account in any way in making appoint-
ments.

I sincerely hope that every young man, whatever his
politics, Democratic or otherwise, who desires to enter
the government service as a clerk or carrier in the Balti-
more Post-Office will come forward at the next examina-
tion. We guarantee him fair play as far as we are con-
cerned. It is our especial desire to get Democrats to
enter these examinations as freely as Republicans, and
we shall do all in our power to see that political con-
siderations are given no weight in making appointments,
and that all applicants, Democrats and Republicans,
are treated alike.



