New York, November £2, 1598,
TESTIMONY OF COL. THEODORE ROOSEVEHLT.

Col. THRODORE ROOSEVELT, upon request, appeared before the commission, and,
having no objection, was sworn by General Wilson, and testified as follows:
By General WiLsoN:
Q. Will vou be kind enough to give your full name?
A. Theodore Boosevelt.
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Q. And the position you held during the war with Spain?

A. I was lieutenant-colonel of the First Volunteer Cavalry from May 6 nntﬂ
about July 8, when I was made colonel.

Q. And held that position?

A. And held that position until the end. From Augnst 1 until about September
5 I acted as brigade commander of the Second Brigade of the Cavalry Division.

@. The First Volunteer Cavalry was what was generally known as the Rough
Riders?

A, It was, gir.

Q. Colonel, will you be kind enough to state where you first joined the regiment
and the duties of the first peried until youn started for Cuba?

A. T joined the regiment at San Antonio. [ was almost immediately put by
Colonel Wood to drilling the men, first dismounted and then mounted. Colonel
Wood was very busy in hurrying up the equipment of the regiment, and if yon
deem it relevant I should like to say that it was due to Colonel Wood's energy and
guccess in hurrying np the equipment of the regiment that we were enabled to
get into the field,

Q. When you reached San Antonio in what condition did you find the regiment
a8 regards its camp, its commissary, quartermaster and medical supplies, its cloth-
ing, and its ordnance?

A, It was, of course, just gathering. Two of the troops did not come in—two
troope from the Indian Territory did not come in until I got there, and we
were clothing the men and arming the men day by day as the arms and clothes
arrived. Naturally there was a great deal of confusion, and I myself was a0
busy learning my own duties that I would not be able to give you as much of an
idea as I could concerning matters that occurred later on as to their deficiency.
At first they had no tents and we put them in a big building there, but before we
left San Antonio we got the tents and the blankets for almost everybody. Some
conld not get shoes, There were some things lacking, particularly some of the
arms and horse gear. Not all of the arms and horse gear arrived. Ome of the
troops was still only partially armed—had but 16 carbines.

Q. With what was your regiment armed?

A. With Erig-Jorgensen carbines and with a six-shooter, .45 caliber.

Q. Did the men have sabers?

A. They had nothing of that kind; they were to have had machetes, but they
didn't come in time, and it didn't make a particle of difference that they didn't
coLe.

‘When did you leave SBan Antonio?

. We left San Antonio about the 30th of May; Ican't give you the exact date,
And went where?

. To Tampa.

By what means?

. By train, taking four days.

. When you left, were your men armed and equipped ready for field service, as
far as you knew?

A, We were armed, equipped, and ready for field service, but for this one troop.

Q. Where did you receive your horses, or did you ever get them?

A. We got them at San Antonio.

Q. And took them to Tampa?

A, Yes, sir,

Q. How long were you in Tampa?

A. We were in Tampa about four days.

Q. During the period that you were with the regiment, so far as you are aware,
up to the time that you left Tampa, were your men properly rationed—was the
food eufficient?

OPOPOPO
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A. There was a good deal of confusion that I think might have been avoided.
Rations, I nnderstand, for the first few days in S8an Antonio, were not good. That
I say 1 understood; it is a thing I do not know personally. When we reached
Tampa we had twenty-four hours of utter and absolute confusion. There was
no one to show us where we were to camp. The railway system there was in a
condition of absolute congestion. We were dumped miles out of Tampa, at least
the first divigion. The second division, which included the six troops under me,
was bronght into town. We were then told we were to be carried on some train
to near our camp. We were kept there until the evening and I then had to take
matters into my own hands 8o as to get my horses watered and fed, and we had
to buy food for the troopers. We finally got ont to camp and after we got in
camp, after the first twenty-four hours, everything went smoothly. I think they
might have had somebody to meet us and show us where the camp was.

Q. Were you reimbursed for the outlay you made in the purchase of your sup-
plies?

A, Oh, Lord, no.

Q. That was a personal matter?

A, Yea, gir.

Q. You remained four daye at Tampa; was the camp at which your men were
stationed at that time a proper one?

A. It seemed to be, entirely so.

Q. What was the water supply?

A, Came in a thin iron pipe.

Q. And the character of the water?

A, It was good. It got hot, of course, in the sun.

Q. Did you have the nsual army ration?

A. Yes, air.

Q. Was it sufficient in gquantity?

A, Yes, gir.

Q. Proper in quality?

A. It waa; yes, gir,

Q. Were your men nused to cooking for themselves, or did they do that?

A, They cooked for themselves. Most of them were nsed to cooking for them-
selves: they were plainsmen.

Q. And you went from Tampa to Port Tampa four da.jrs after you arrived?

A, Yea, air.

Q. How long did they keep you in Port Tampa?

A. Will you let me say one thing in advance?

Q. If you please,

A, When we moved down to Port Tampa I again thonght there was a good
deal of higglety-pigglety business, although I can't say how much was doe to the
congested condition of the track. We were told to go to a certain track at 12
o'clock and take a train. We got there, and then Colonel Wood and I wandered
up and down trying to find somebody who kmew where the train was, and we
couldn't find anybody and at 8 o'clock we were ordered to move to another track,
and at 6 o’clock we got some coal cars. I believe these coal cars were not intended
to take us, but we constroed it that they were and went down on them and so got
to the quay. You see, we had been told if we didn't get aboard by daybreak we
wonld get left, and we didn't intend to get left, and we took these coal cars and
elipped down.

Q. From whom did you receive your orders to go from Tampa to Port Tampa?

A, I, of course, received mine from Colonel Wood.

Q. Do you kmow to whom the Colonel applied for transportation down?

A. I dom't, sir.

+ Q. Then you can't answer; you are not prepared to explain who was responsi-
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ble directiy, the individual man, for the delay in getting you your transporta-
tion?

A. I am not, sir; and I can't say where the reeponsibility lay, for the fact which
I am about to mention and which I think I onght to mention. It is not an impor-
tant thing, still I think it is a thing you onght to know. There were so many
regiments to embark on so many transports, and it does seem to me that it wonld
havae been a simple thing to have settled the day before what regiment was to go
on what transport, and try to have, say, the first 10 regiments and the first 10 trans-
ports come together, so that when loaded those transports could pull cut, and
then 10 other regimenta take more transports, and so on. But, so far as [ kmow,
the regimente did not kmow in advance what transporta they were to get on—at
least none with whom 1 was brought in contact had been told what transports
they were to go on. 'We reached Port Tampa early in the morning. There were
a lot of regiments there; the trains backed up everywhere along the gquay, and
the quay was warming with some 10,000 men—soldiers, mostly. Transports
were pulling in from midstream, but nobody could tell ns what transport we
were to go on. Finally General Shafter told us to find the guartermaster, Colonel
Humphrey. I expected, of course, that at a time like that the gnartermaster
would be directing things from his office, where you could get at him, as he was
the only man to tell us what transports we were to board. He was not in his
place and had not been there for some time, and nobody could tell ns where he
was, and Colonel Wood and I started on & hunt for him in opposite directionas,
and finally we found him, almost at the same time, and he allotted us the Yueatan,
The Yucalan was coming in at the dock, and by that time we fonnd there was a
great scramble for the transports, and Colonel Wood jumped in a boat and went
out in midstream. I happened to find out by accident that the transport Yuea-
tan had also been allotted to the Second Infantry and the Seventy-first New York,
and I ran down to my men and left a gunard and took the rest and rushed them
down to the dock and got on the Yucatan, holding the gangplank against the Sec-
ond Infantry and the Beventy-first New York, and then letting aboard only the
Second Infantry, as there was no room even for all of them; and 1 nnderstand
the Seventy-first spent the next two nights on & train. We nltimately kept four
companies of the Second Infantry aboard with us, but we had the Fucatan.

Q. Now, do I understand that, from the testimony you have given, you are
under the impression that there had been no arrangement made previous to that
day as to the particular regiments that were to go on each transport?

A. I can't say as to that: there may have been arrangements made as to some
regiments to go on certain transports; there certainly were no arrangements com-
municated to us as to onr regiment and the ones we came in contact with and
the transports which we were to have.

Q. To what do you attribute that confosion; lack of administrative ability or
overworking of the people in charge?

A, Gentlemen, I would not kmow; I was only a lientenant-colonel; I can giw
you the facts, but I do not know the explanation.

Q. Who else were on the Yucatan besides your reglmentas?

A. Four companies of the Second.

Q. Becond Regular Infantry?

A. Yes, gir; Second Regular Infantry. We had originally eight companiea, but
four of the companies were taken off.

). Beforegoing on the Yucatan, to what extent had your regiment been rationed?

A. We had been rationed, I think, for twelve days; it may have been for only ten.

Q. And the character of the ration?

A. It was the travel ration. The character of the ration was good, except in one
very important particular, a particular so important that to my mind it made it
allbad. Insteadof having canned corned beef, which was excellent, they had what
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they called canned fresh beef, which was exceedingly bad. I don'tthink that more
than a quarter of it, more than a tenth of it. was eaten: When the men got very
hungry and ate it, it nauseated the men at the worst, and at the best it was taste-
less and insipid, and what I think is regretable, no salt is issned with the travel
rations, so that the men had no salt to make that food palatable. If they had had
fresh vegetables and means for cooldng they counld have made a stew out of it
with salt, onions, and potatoes that would have been at least eatable. It is not
a8 good as it might be, even for that, but still you could eat it then, when you
couldn’t eat it in the shape in which it actually was; and of course there were no
cooking arrangements for the men on the transports.

Q. Anything for making coffee?

A. Yes; there were arrangements for making coffee. I didn't know until to-day
that yon wanted me in here, and I have not got my notebook. I remember pretty
well what happened; but there may be an occasional slip of memory in dealing
withsome of thethings. We did make arrangements by which they were allowed
to cook their coffee in the galley. It wasall new to me then; it was my first expe-
rience on a transport. Looking back at it now there were fwo or three things that
shonld have been improved. There were no arrangementa for ice for the men, and
that was hard on them in the tropic heat. Then I think that in that kind of a
transport there should have been arrangements by which we could have been
given fresh vegetables now and then, and some arrangements for cooking., Ican’t
tell you now what arrangements, but I was informed by some regular officers that
it wonld have been comparatively simple, if yon had the transport sufficiently long
in advance, to make some arrangements for cooking.

Q. Did you take with you the horses of the regiment?

A. No, sir.

Q. None at all?

A. None of the Government horses; the field officers took their horses on
another transport.

Q. What were the accommodations for the men so far as sleeping was concernaed
on this transport ¥

A, They were too crowded ; the officers’ accommodations were good; they were
the passenger accommodations ; the men's accommeodatione I do not think good.

Q. Was it between decks or in the hold ?

A. Between decks and in the hold, but we also gave up the entire deck to them,
so that they lay all over the deck, and that was perfectly good for them, and those
on deck were the best off.

Q. Dvd you have medical supplies on board ?

A, We had medical supplies in an entirely snficient amounnt.

Q. How many physicians?

A, We had with ns on that transport three surgeons.

Q. Having gone on board the transport, how long did you lie off Port Tampa
before you started for Santiago?

A. About five days.

Q. It is hardly necessary to ask you the reason; we have heard that?

A. Yea, gir.

Q. How long did it take you, after you started, to reach Santiago?

A. It was abont seven days.

Q. And the condition of the men during that time was what?

A. Satisfactory.

Q. Yon arrived off Bantiago about when?

A. The 20th; we disembarked on the 22d.

Q. Then you lay there two days before you disembarked?

A, Yes, gir.

Q. Were you among the first to disemnbark?
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A, We ware.

Q. Where did you disembark?

A, At Daiguiri.

Q. Immediately after disembarking will you,in a narrative way, give us the
conditions that existed?

A. Let me say here that it seemed to me there was a great lack of material for
disembarking. I think there should have beem more boats with ns, We were
enabled to disembark becanse my old naval aid (while I was Assistant Secretary
of the Navy), Lieutenant Sharp, was there with a converted yacht, and he came
alongside and loaned us a Cuban pilot, and he took the ship in & mile and a half
nearer the shore than any other transport, and that enabled ns to shorten the trip.

Q. How did you disembark?

A. Chiefly by the boats on board, and we disembarked without any accident.

Q. How long did it take you until yon started—until your command was on
gshore—to diseinbark?

A, About ten hours of actual work.

Q. And at what hour in the day was this dissmbarkation completed?

A. It was completed after nightfall. That is, the last. Yon seewe had & dyna-
mite gun aboard and two Colt's antomatic guns aboard, and we took them with
us. We did not get our baggage, our stores of food, etc., ashore; we had not
enough boats.

Q. Now, you have got on shore with your whole command; will you kindly
take up the narrative there?

A. The men had three days’ equipment and rations. The officers had practi-
cally nothing at first. I had a light mackintosh and I didn't have another thing.
I got a toothbrush the next day, but I didn't have that at first. The officers’ bag-
gage came ashore the next day, but we had no transportation for it, and we had
to leave it there, as we did the company mess kitas, etc. We slept that night about
a few hundred yards inland. The next morning we spent in getting the officers’
baggage ashore and trying to get our horses. One of my horses was drowned,
but I got on the other. Colonel Wood got both of his and Major Brodie got
neither of his. In the afternoon, about mid-afternoon—1I can't give you the exact
time—we were notified that we were to march out with the rest of the brigade and
get as far to the front as possible.

Q. Who commanded the brigade?

A. General Young.

Q. Now, you are referring to the battle of La Guasimas?

A. Yes, gir; General Young commanded the brigade. We marched that after-
noon and it was a hard march. It was perfectly easy for me. Iwason my horse;
but it was a hard march for the men. There was, however, but little straggling.
It was hot, and the men were clothed in the regular army clothing, winter cloth-
ing, which made it rather a hot thing for them in the jungle. I should like to
speak about the clothing—the underclothes—later on. I suppose about 9 o'clock
in the evening we reached Siboney, at which time we were well to the front. No
other regiment was ahead of us, and we camped right where we were that night.
We got the fires lit and got supper cooked and there came down a very heavy
rainstorm and then we went to bed. About 12 o'clock Colonel Wood, who had
been to General Young, came back and told me we were to march at daybreak
the next morning, and we were to march along a hill trail to the left and General
Young, with the First and Tenth, was to go up the valley trail to the right, and
where the trails came together we expected to strike the Spaniards.

Q. First and Tenth Cavalry?

A, Yes, sir, We started next morning, and the march was & hard march, though
only lasting a couple of honra. The heat and going up hill so fast made it hard,
and I didn't appreciate entirely the object of cur speed. I thought we were march-
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ing too hard, because fifty or a hundred of our men dropped out, and others
dropped their blankets and packs; but I saw afterwards that if we had not
marched as hard as we did we would not have been able to strike the Spaniards
when General Young did. It was necessary to march just as hard as we did.
We were marching along in single file. The jungle wase so thick that no flankers
could be put out; they couldn't have made half a mile an hour. The point was
under Sergeant Fish, and under Captain Capron himself the advance guard, and
then L troop,and then came the other troops. After about two hours' march the
column was halted and word was sent down that a Spanish outpost had been dis-
covered, and Colonel Wood gave us the order to cease talking and to see that the
magarines were all loaded. He then gave me instructions to deploy with two of
the troops to the right; one of the troops was deployed to the left; and immedi-
ately after the firing began between the point and the Spanish outposts I deployed
to the right with the right wing, and Major Brodie took the left wing and we were
under a pretty brisk fire. It wasa brisk skirmish, and it being my firet experience,
and with emokeless powder in nuse, it took me & little time to make out exactly
what was up, and I couldn’t see the Spaniards for a long time. They were nsing
this emokeless powder, and though I knew they were firing from the jungle in
front, but fortunately I knew one rule—that if you were in doubt to go ahead; to
be sure to go toward the guns. We finally discovered them through Mr. Richard
Harding Davis, who wae with me on the line. He pointed across the ravine to an
elevation, where he thought were some Spaniards, as he could see their hats; and I
got my glasses on them and saw they were Spanish hats, and I got my men volley-
firing on them and they were driven out, and when they were driven out they
run to where there were other Spaniards, and pretty soon we had them all going
back; and then we saw some troops coming on our right flank, across the ravine.
We saw they were our own regnlars, and the first sergeant of K troop, a man
named Lee, climbed up a tree and waved our guidon so that the regulars should
not fire on us. We thought they had fired a volley at us, bat I don't know
whether they did or not. As I had established connections with the right wing, I
left that wing and traveled over to the center of our regiment, where Colonel
Wood was and Major Brodie, and Major -Brodie was shot in the arm almost at
once and had to go to the rear, and then Colonel Wood sent me out to the left
wing, and I went ont there and was in the thick jungle; I had three troops with
me and I loet tonch of the right wing until I heard them cheer. We were firing
of course at the Spaniards in our front. There wasa kind of a sugar hounse and
plantation there, and we were firing at them, and I heard the men cheer on the
right, and o I knew they must be charging, so, then, I charged too, and we drove
the Spaniards out of that plantation and sugar house, and then we came to a halt.
I didn't know exactly what had become of the rest of the regiment, and I wanted
to find out; while I was stationing outposts word was bronght to me that Colonel
Wood was killed. It proved afterwards that he was not; but thatleft me in com-
mand of the regiment, in a position of responsibility, so I started out to find
exactly where the rest of the regiment was.. It was in the thick jungle, so it was a
difficult matter to find out,

I had arranged my own wing behind an overgrown and sunken road, sending
out cossack posts in front and flank so that I couldn't be surprised; I started ount
to find the rest of the regiment. To my delight I met Colonel Wood, and I recol-
lect I asked him where the Spaniards were and he said they had run away. Of
course, I couldn't tell. I ¥mew they had run away from my immediate front, but
I had lost all track of what was going on on the right-hand side. Colonel Wood
gave me some instroctions and immediately afterwards (General Chaffee came
along. 1 think before that three troops of the Ninth Cavalry came along just
before General Chaffee, and I then found the thing was all over. And I remem-
ber that among other things we captured was a Spanish mule that was loaded
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with beans, and onr men were abont out of provisions—that was the third day—
and we used those Spanish beans and they came in very handy.

Q. Now, Colonel, as far as yon have gone, that ended the battle of La Guasi-
maa, in which your regiment took so prominent & part. How long did yom
remain in that camp?

A. We were moved out of that camp, I think, the next day.

Q. Were you rationed at once there?

A, We were rationéd, I think it waa the next morning; it may possibly have
been that evening.

Q. Were your surgeons with you at that time?

A. They were.

Q. Did you have what we might call a field hospital after that fight to take
care of your wonnded?

A. We had an improvised hospital doring the fight, and pext morning we sent
the wounded back to Siboney.

Q. Were your men provided with the first-aid material?

A, Yes, sir,

Q. Will you pleass state to us the resumlt—satisfactory or unsatisfactory—at
that time?

A. That day it was entirely satisfactory, and I want to speak especially of the
conduct of our assistant surgeon, Dr, James Robbins Church. He not only took
care of the wonnded, but he ran up on the firing line to rescue them. . He was an
old Princeton football player. He ran up on the firing line, and repeatedly took
" men bigger than himself on his back all the way to the regimental field hospital.

Q. How many did you lose, killed and wounded, in that fight, approximately?

A. Approximately between 30 and 40; I forget exactly,

Q. You said you left there the next day?

A, We went 2 or 3 miles on to another camp.

Q. And remained thers how long?

A, We remained there at the other camp about five days.

Q. Had you had any baggage of any character there?

A. Yes; we got the officers’ baggage. We didn't get the mess kits of the men;
for instance, we didn't get our kettles. We never had transportation to bring
them up; we had no transportation at all. And you know how it was said that
we ought to boil our water; we had nothing to boil it in.

Q. Do you know why you dido't get your camp ntensils?

A. The only reason was we couldn't get any transportation; we had no trans-
portation at all.

Q. Ivid yon try to get it?

A. Tried hard, and Colonel Wood told me the reason he got the officers’ bag-
gage and some of our ammunition and food was that he obtained about 16 mmnlea.

Q. Pack mnles?

A, Yes, sir; but we only had them forty-eight hours and they were taken away
from ms.

Q. Who took them from you?

A. I don't know that.

Q. What was your water supply?

A. The water supply of that stream running alongside. That waaall right after
we got a sufficiently rigorouns police gnard to prevent the men bathing in it above
our regiment.

Q. Did you receive rations in this camp?

A. We received rations; yes, sir, from time to time.

Q. For how long?

A, T can't tell.

Q. How long did you remain in this camp?
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A. About five days. I want to say this much: That the experience I had, my
own experience, is so limited that there may be a reason for this that I do not
know. We had the regular ration of salt pork, hardtack, coffes, and sugarin that
camp ; and we had in that camp enongh of those four items ; but we had nothing
alse, and the heat and exposure were beginning to tell a little npon the men, and I
wanted to get them some beans and some tomatoes, and there was no transporta-
tion at sll, so I took 40 of the men and marched them back to Siboney. We took
the officers’ horses, too, and we had some Cuban horses; so we took them and the
men and marched them down to Siboney, and I wanted to purchase the beans so
as to take them up to the men, and they wouldn't sell me any beans.

Q. Didn't they issne them?

A. There were none to issue there at all. They wonldn't sell me any beans
unless I would say they were only for the officers. I didn't think that was right.
1 thought some provision ought to have been made, or there should have been
sufficient elasticity to allow us to buy the beans supposed to be for the officers and
give them to the men. However, I bonght all that an elastic stretch of my con-
acience wonld allow me to say conld be nsed for the officers, and then I got a boat
and went out to the transport and bronght in about 0 pounds of beans, and I got
all the tomatoes I wished and put them on horses and the backs of the men, and
marched back, and it was a great thing for the men. I would like to say this
much abont the food—it was not well suited to the climate. I don't think they
would have felt the need of tomatoes and beans so much if it had been a cold,
northern climate, but the heat and all made it enervating, especially as their
clothing, like their food, was not suited for a hot climate. The hats were excel-
lent. The flannel shirts were as good as any flannel shirta I have ever seen, only
they are exactly what I would have nsed in Montana in the fall. The nnder-
clothes were canton flannel, and were not good. The drawers got stiff and
chafed the men. They were canton flannel, and were not good. The trounsers
tore when they got drenched with sweat and the men were in rags afterwards,
The leggings were good, but I think it is a great mistake when youn are going in a
muddy country to have leggings that strap nnder the foot. In hunting, no man
wounld ever want leggings that wounld go much below the ankle, bot these army
leggings go down nearly to the sole of the foot and have the strap under the shoe,
and that gets caked with mnd. It is only a small point, but worth while paying
attention to. That clothing was too hot for them; it was inferior to the Spanish
clothing.

Q. What were the pants?f

A. The tronsers, brown tronsers; I believe they were called khald, but they
were not khaki. I had a snit that didn't tear. . These were trousers that did tear.
They tore much more than mine. Then I got the beans for my men. I wanted
to put them in good shape when we went on to Santiago. If it is proper, I would
like to say you can hardly realize how well General Young handled that brigade
and how he got the work out of it. We all felt the greatest confidence in him.
When he was taken sick and went back and Colonel Wood mcceeded to the
brigade and I succeeded to the regiment, and, of course, [ was very much pleased
at that. I wouldn't have wanted it until I had had a little experience, but having
been through that skirmish I felt I conld handle it. We received word, I think
on the 30th of June, to march forward to Santiago. We marched that night, or
until about 9 o'clock, when we came to El Poso. Next morning we were up very
varly, and that was the day of the battle before Santiago, Our first experience
was when we were all gathered together in & mass and the artillery went up and
opened fire from the crest just in fromt of uws, The Spaniards replied with
shrapnel, and that came into our troops and killed and wounded four in opr
regiment and killed two or three others and quite a number of Cubans, and we
had to go over the crest of the hill into the brush; and I found it difficult get-
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ting the regiment together again, which I did at once, however, and then I
received orders to lead the brigade. My regiment went first, the SBecond Brigade
following the First Brigade along the road to join on (Gemeral Lawton's left.
That was the order we received. General Lawton was attacking El Caney.
Wea marched out behind the First Brigade until we came to the San Juan
River, which we forded, and then turned to the right. I got my regiment acroes
just as the captive balloon was coming along down to the ford. There was a
good deal of firing going on, and I knew when that balloon got down there
wonld be hot work at the ford, 8o I hurried my mon along as quickly as I conld,
and my regiment marched at the head of the Second Brigade to the right along-
gide San Juan River, with the First Cavalry Brigade to onr left, between us and
the blockhouses and intrenchments on the hille, and the firing got heavier and
heavier, and we finally received word to halt and await orders.

There was & kind of sunken lane going up from the river where we halted, and
I made the men all lie down and get under cover as muoch as they could, and we
lay there for, I should judge, certainly an hour. Finally we got the welcome
order to advance. I received instructions to move forward and support the regm
lar cavalry in the assanlt on the hills in front, and we moved forward, and then
we took Kettle Hill, as we called it. I never heard the term San Juan Hill antil
two or three days later. After we went np Kettle Hill, Colonel Hamilton and
Colonel Carroll were both shot, and that left me in command on the hill until
General Sumner got there. I got my men together and got them volley firing
across at the S8an Juan blockhouse on the hill which the infantry of Kent and
Hawkina were attacking. We kept up firing for some time, and I recollect we
heard Parker's gatlings begin shooting on the left and our men cheered them,
and we kept up our fire until the infantry got so near the top of the hill that I
was afraid of hitting them, and in another minute we saw the infantry swarm
over the intrenchments and the Spaniards run out,and then we charged from
Eattle Hill across at the next line of hills which was in the rear where there
were Spanish trenches and another blockhouse. General Bumner was on Eettle
'Hill before this; he had been riding along the lines of the cavalry seeing that they
weont forward. He had command of the cavalry division at that time. Then we
took the next line of intrenchments. The Spaniards were still firing at ns, and
we formed and went to the left and got on the crest of the chain of hills over-
looking Santiago. By that time I was the highest officer in command on the
extreme front, and I had six regiments under me. Major Wesasells had been
wounnded and Captaing Morton and Boughton came up and reported to me, and
Captains Stevens and McNamee of the Ninth reported to me. I received orders,
then, from Captain Howze, of General Sumner’s staff, not to advance buat to hold
that hill at all hazards. Captain Howze was always at the front when he counld
be. We held the hill until nightfall, when we received orders to intrench.

We had captured in the blockhouss the Spanish officers’ mess, and an extremely
good officers’ mess it was, better than anything we had had; a big kettle of beef,
a kettle of rice, and peas, and a big demijohn of rum, and a lot of rice flonr
loaves, and so I fed those out to my men; and we also got a lot of Spanish
intrenching tools, and we threw up some very aboriginal intrenchmenta. 8o that
night we had a mild feast on the Spaniards’ food.

Q. Was that the 1st or 247

A. That is the night of the 1st. We intrenched there. As 1 have seen talk
about a retreat being considered from that hill, it is only justice to say that the
officers on the extreme front of that line, at least on my part of the line, never
dreamed of the Spaniards driving us; they were all perfectly horrified at the idea
of retreating. Captains Morton and Boughton came over to me in the afternoon
to say that someons had spoken of retreating, and to beg me to protest. I had
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not heard of it and I did not believe it was trne. I knew we conld hold that line
against anything that could come up in the front. Another thing: We frequently
hear of the Spaniards ** attacking " nus on the nights of the 1st and the 2d. Ina
way they did, but it was not an attack that wae pushed home. It simply con-
glsted in the skirmishers becoming more active and in the trenches redoubling
their fire. I think that they rarely came out of their trenches even a little way.
I never saw them make what could be properly called an offensive movement.
They never pushed us in any way to jeopardize our position.

Q. You wish to convey the idea that you not only never retreated but never
dreamed of retreating?

A. Never dreamed of retreating; and that the Spaniards never pushed us in
any way to jeopardize our position at all. The next day we were nnder fire all
day, and the night following, at about 9 o'clock at night, there was a tremendous
amount of volley firing from the Spanish lines, and they sent out some skirmishers
pretty near to the line. I could see that, because, though they nsed smoke-
leas powder, so that in the daytime you couldn't see at all, yet at night yom
conld sea the littla spurta of flame. [ could get a clearer idea of their where-
abouts during the night than in the day. On the morning of the 34 we went on,
and then there came a truce. I would like to say one thing as to the enormouns
saperiority of the smokeless powder over the black powder; it can hardly be
realized by those who were not on the ground. Our artillery we could not depend
upon when it was npon the firing line of the infantry. Woe felt that the Spanish
artillery was better than our artillery.

Q. Um account of the powder?

A. Om account of the powder. I saw, for instance, the guns on ounr left open
fire, and in a half minnte after the first shot there wounld be this thick clond of
smoke hanging, and apparently every Spanish gun and every Spanish rifle within
a radiue of a mile of nus would be all turned on that one point, and the gun would
be driven out; so that our men—I mean the dismounted cavalry—wonld say,
“there go the artillery; they will de driven out.” And they were. They were
placed back in the rear on the following day, but they were driven off the firing
line wherae the infantry were. On the other hand, the Gatlings, which were man-
aged by Captain Parker, were fought on the extreme front of the skirmish line;
he fonght his Gatlings right np on the extreme front, just as far as anybody could
go. He did magnificently. He was on the right of onr regiment. We had our
two Colta, and he came and helped us put our two Colta in position. We didn’t
think we had put our works out quite far enough, and we zigzagged an approach
and made a kind of bastion some 200 yards out on the hill, so that we could fire
right into the Spanish works., He helped us dig the approach and helped us get
our Colt antomatic guns fixed just right. He not only fought his own guns, but
he rendered ns every assistance.

Q. Iiid he have smokeless powder?

A. If he had not had, we wounld not have allowed him in the trenches unless he
conld have stayed there in epite of ns. Iwonld say that some of the Beventy-first
New York came up in the trenches right by some of the cavalry of the First Brig-
ade, and the cavalry men ordered them oot, saying that they wounld not have them
in their trenches; they would rather fight without support than with the black
powder, insuring their being the one point at which the enemy were firing,

Q. Now, Colonel, we have got yon np to.the time of the truce on the 8d; was
your command fully supplied with ammunition all this time?

A, Fully.

Q. And your rations had lasted yon until this time?

A. Very insufflciently. We had been on very short rations during the 2d and
3d. The Spaniards assisted a little. That was almost the only food we had, what
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we got from the Spaniards, After that, for several days, until about the 24th,
we didn't have what I considered a sufficiency of good food.

Q. That is the 24th of July?

A. Twenty-fourth of July.

). And you remained in that locality?

A. Yes, gir; until the 14th, when we left to go to another part of the trenches,
and the 17th when we moved off back into the hills,. We had generally enongh
bacon and hard-tack; we had abont half rations, taking it on the average, of coffes
and sugar. If the climate had been good and the men had been perfectly healthy
it would have been a trifling thing; but the men had begun to sicken. Digging
trenches in that soil was sare to bring out the malaria; and also sleeping as we
had to. They began to sicken, and it became very hard on them to have nothing
but bacon and hard-tack and half the nsual allowance, about, of coffee and sugar,

Q. Were there any materials back at Siboney?

A, There were,

Q. Why did you not get it?

A. It must have been through lack of transportation. I had by that time—I
had a kind of amateur pack train. I had the officers’ horses, two or three S8panish
cavalry horses, and a couple of mules that were shot that the men had cured.
Sometimes I went for food myself, sometimes I sent & line officer or the chaplain,
Our chaplain was a rustler for food. If there was any food around he counld get
it. I wonld send back an officer and some of 1ny men, and they wonld go to the
coast and get what food they could or I wonld go myself. I got once a load of
supplies from the Red Cross, and when Santiago was taken I got from the Red
Cross and from purchase in the city food for my men, especially rice and oat-
meal and a stock of condensed milk.

Q. Then I understand that you could get food from the city and counld get
from the Red Cross necessary articles for your men?

A, Yes, gir. The great drawback was a lack of transportation. In the order
of May 8, isaned by General Miles, it said a regiment in the field shonld have 25
wagons., We were but two-thirds of a regiment, eight troops, perhaps about half,
and we had one wagon; there were several occasions when we had two; and the
rest of the time none.  We had no other transportation to take its place. Thatis
not the exact measure of the deficiency, becanse we were rationed by mule train;
but if we had been given some transportation for ourselves, for instance if we
could have had the mule train which belonged to us, which was left behind in
Tampa, we could have had that whole cavalry division properly rationed.

By General Dopee:

Q. A pack train?

A, A pack train. 'We never had, as far as [ kmew, more than one day’s rations
up at the front for the entire army, and if we had had three days' rain, as once we
had two days of rain, we should have been down to a diet of mul: meat and
mangoes before we could have gotten the food up from the coast. If there had
been & eufficiency of mule trains we counld have gotten several days' provisions
ahead on the firing line. Im my regiment | always kept abont two days ahead.
For instance, the First Illinois was on our right, and one day they had no food at
all, and I had to give their officers beans and coffee and I gave two cases of hard-
tack to their men, and some of the men came into our camp—a couple of hundred
of men—and they wounld pick up scraps of hard-tack that onr men had dropped,
and one of them offered #7 for seven hard-tacks. Colonel Sexton, you can find out
from them what happened that day. I had a horse and I knew a little more of
the roads than anvone of their officers, so I rode down to headgnarters, and
finally 1 got half a pack train to bring up food for them. I kept my own men

pretty well fed.






