PROGRESSIVE
BATTLE HYMNS

i ‘“We Stand at Armageddon
\ and We Battle for the Lor

¢ For there is neither East nor West,
Border nor Breed nor Birth,
When two Strong men stand face to face,
Though they come from the ends of the earth.”
—Kipling
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CHE PROGRESSIVE CREED

1 AM A PROGRESSIVE
Becanse T bdieve that the civilization
whidh we enjoy has been achieved by qoing
forward rather than by stanclingpar, by~
Foresight rather than hmclmght“ s s
Bmﬁ I beltit;\;et that hwma.n righltj
T AT o
enforced. I.’)' honest ment. < SO
Becanise I believe that social and po-
litical justice for all i8 not impossible, and
is worthy the congecrated effort of every
one who demands &‘3q1ure deal” for himself
and is wiuiug'to Sive it to others, <
Beca115e I believe thac prosperity 18
based mlwmg, and that the conunand:
“Thmshaltnotsteal!”applies to political del-
egates and public money as well as to
prvate property. = X X s
Because 1 believe in the Conunon Good
of our common country rather than m party

or sectional pride,in moral principles
qu‘dy tduan in pohuPcZL bosses, in the pcople
who make the laws rather than the laws
themselves. " X s
Because I believe in Theodore Roosevelt
and Hizun Johnson, the men, the politicians
and the statesmen, and know by their past
records and pub ic service that ﬂwy are
wordy of my confidence and my vote. <
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ROOSEVELT S PLEDGE

“With all my heart and soul, with every particle of high pur-
pose that is in me, I pledge you my word to do everything I can,
to put every particle of courage, of common sense and of strength
that I have at your disposal, and to endeavor, so far as strength
is given me, to live up to the obligations you have put upon me,
and to endeavor to carry out in the interests of our whole people
the policies to which you have to-day solemnly dedicated your-
selves to the millions of men and women for whom you speak.”’



Progressive Battle Hymns

INTRODUCTION

HISTORY shows how great a part song has played in the

crucial events of every nation. It was the “Marseillaise”
that awakened France to a knowledge of her slavery at the hands
of a degenerate monarchy. In our own land, men have fought
and died to the strains of such stirring songs as “Yankee
Doodle,” “Dixie” and “The Battle Cry of Freedom.” Song is
the language of the soul, and an outlet for God-sent emotion,
felt overwhelmingly at times by every man who battles valiantly
for the right.

At Chicago, on August 5, 1912, a new political party was
created. [Fifteen thousand earnest men and women met in the
Coliseum to plant their standards for Progress, for Justice and
for Freedom. Time and time again they rose to sing the songs
that expressed their lofty sentiments, and no one could doubt
that the singing was from the heart. So was the Progressive
Party born.

Now a word of comparison. Let it be shown how the Pro-
gressive Convention differed from that of another party. Early
in June the compiler of this book attended the Republican
National Convention, held in the same hall. He was a witness to
the nomination, by stolen votes, of William Howard Taft as can-
didate for the Presidency of the United States. It was done
amid the hoots and jeers of the spectators and delegates, who
resented that deliberate, dishonest proceeding to thwart the will
of the people so emphatically expressed at the primaries. Blocks
of delegates sat sullenly in their places, while others danced and
yelled like howling dervishes, in an endeavor to arouse some whit
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4 PROGRESSIVE BATTLE HYMNS

of enthusiasm for the stranded whale of the Republican Party.
Time after time the gavel was used in an ineffectual attempt to
silence the hisses and hoots from the galleries and from the floor.
Everywhere could be felt a deep-seated resentment. Robbery
had been committed, and every honest American stood aghast and
indignant.

What a contrast to the dignity, gravity and patriotic enthusiasm
that pervaded the Coliseum six weeks later! The great auditorium
was filled by people of a different sort. What a sight to behold
the beaming, upturned faces of fifteen thousand people, all eager
to hear every word spoken by the orators who eloquently ex-
pressed the lofty sentiments which have inspired this great Pro-
gressive Movement! Often at the close of a fine speech the
audience arose and answered back with an enthusiastic outburst
of song that swept the hall like a tremendous wave and took on
the spirit of the Crusades.

On the second day there came a moment of expectant silence.
A man for whom every one had been waiting stepped upon the
platform. Then from fifteen thousand throats arose a great cry
for Roosevelt—a cry of gladness and of welcome. The demon-
stration, which lasted for nearly an hour, was almost impossible
to quell. The audience sang such glorious hymns as *“The Battle
Hymn of the Republic,” “Onward, Christian Soldiers,” and
“America,” and every one sang with all his might and soul. It
was no longer a political gathering. A vast multitude had taken
their stand at Armageddon to battle for the Lord. Even time-
hardened newspaper correspondents bitterly opposed to Progres-
sivism, who had been sent to the convention to scoff, remained to
pray. ;

On August 7, 1912, Theodore Roosevelt was unanimously
chosen the candidate and leader of the Progressive Party. He
was chosen because he was and always has been a fighter for
progress and an enemy of oppression. People looked upon his
work in office in the past, and saw that it was good ; they analyzed
his platform for the future, and found it worthy of their cause.

Shortly afterward, Hiram W. Johnson, of California, was
nominated for Vice-President, and for the first time in the history






